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Mt. Washington Community Council
April 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes

Mt. Washington Recreation Center

I. Welcome and Call to Order Priscilla Elgersma called the meeting to order at 7pm.

II. Pledge of Allegiance

I11. Roll Call

All board members were present: Margeaux Selig, Brian Zeschke, Jack Diesel, Teddy Morgan-Jablonski,
Jon Young, Gary Noll, Julie Rimer, Priscilla Elgersma, and Rick Meador.

IV. Approval of the Last Meeting’s Minutes

Jack Diesel made a motion to approve last month’s meeting minutes, seconded by Gary Noll, then
approved by all.

V. Adoption of the Agenda
Gary Noll made a motion to accept tonight’s agenda, seconded by Joe DiMario, then approved by all.

VI. Community Reports

A. First Responders

Neighborhood Liaison Officer, Officer Wendy Martin, Captain Swingley, and Sargeant Sellers all
reported. Please do not leave purses, wallets, backpacks, computers, or anything of value in your car.
Sargeant Sellers said a new dispatch program will be implemented beginning this Friday. If a call comes
in about a homeless encampment or illegal activity in Stanbery Park, an officer will be immediately
dispatched to Stanbery Park. Sargeant Sellers said we have the usual fifteen or so homeless people in Mt.
Washington, but there are some new unhoused people. If a person is violating the law, the police will
make an arrest. There are signs erected that say you cannot camp on the Kyle Plush Pavilion. In response
to a question, the officers said it would definitely help them if the park hours were changed to “dawn to
dusk” instead of 6am to 10pm.

B. Firehouse Station 7
No one present to give a report.

C. Schools

Mt. Washington School: Nikki Marksberry said school is out this Friday as part of the Easter weekend.
The Knights Fest school carnival will be held on Friday, May 16, from 5:30 -7pm. It will be followed by a
talent show from 7pm to 8pm. This is a free event. The annual school fundraiser will be held on Tuesday,
June 17, at Big Ash Brewing.



Sands Montessori: Rachel McKinney presented. Sands Montessori does not currently have a school
resource coordinator. Sands recently held a community-building event.

D. CRC (Cincinnati Recreation Center)

Jason Richards, Mt. Washington CRC director, said they are still accepting 3-5 yr. olds into the summer
preschool program. The rec center will be offering some new pool classes this summer: water aerobics
and float meditation. They are still looking for eighteen and over summer staff. The summer camps are
full. There will be an Easter egg hunt from 10am to noon this Saturday, April 19, in Stanbery Park, a joint
production of the CRC and SPAC, the Stanbery Park Advisory Council.

E. MWCURC (Community Urban Redevelopment Corp)

Bob Wetterer stated the business district flowerpots are all paid for between a grant and individual
business donations. The annual parade will take place on July 3 at 7pm. They are trying to fix the traffic
situation at the end of the parade near American Legion Post 484 so parade-goers can spend time together
when the parade ends.

Bob Wetterer said the MWCURC has accumulated enough money to pay for new tower lights. There is
still work to be done on the electric system before the lights can go on. The stands for the eight spotlights
and four project lights will be delivered tomorrow night. Saturday, May 10, is the date of the next
spaghetti dinner.

F. MWCDC (Community Development Corp)

Katie Stefani said the building fagade program will hopefully be completed this summer. Katie said each
individual business submits for a grant for such things as signage or lighting. The CDC applied for a
minor grant to do some work on Tom Roth Way. They want to make it more attractive. They will be
asking for a letter of support from the community. Priscilla Elgersma asked if there is any way the
community can provide input to the CDC. Katie said residents can email the CDC with ideas at
info@mwecdc.org. The CDC is mostly applying for NBDIP (Neighborhood Business District
Improvement Program) funding.

G. SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council)

Marc Raab, SPAC president, stated the Community Egg Hunt will be held this Saturday from 10am-
12pm, in Stanbery Park. The event is fun and free. If anyone would like to volunteer, help is needed with
set-up, egg distribution, and prize bags. More Stanbery Park events will be announced soon so stay posted
on the SPAC Facebook page. The entertainment for this year is all booked.

Marc Raab stated a survey is being posted about multiuse/bike trails in Stanbery Park. It
is being circulated on various Mt. Washington Facebook websites by DAAP students
who stated they were doing a community engagement project. (Joe Sandmann, a board
member of the CDC, confirmed the survey was done at the behest of the CDC.) For a
multitude of reasons, including the fact that Stanbery Park includes Native American
sacred spaces and burial mounds, this idea is not supported by the community. If the
students who created the survey had contacted the involved organizations, they would
know that the Hillside Trust revoked their permission to access The Stern Preserve,



which is the access point from Stanbery Park to the Little Miami bike trail, due to erosion
concerns.

H. American Legion Post 484
No new news.

I. Other organizations present
Mt. Washington Library: While Paul Burch could not attend tonight, he sent word to Priscilla Elgersma
that there will still be a form of a library in Mt. Washington during the renovation.

VII. General Business:

A. Guest: Elissa Pogue of the Lunken Airport Oversight Board. Elissa explained that the Lunken Airport
Oversight Board was set up under Mayor Cranley at a time when the airport was testing out having
commercial airlines fly out of Lunken Airport. The oversight board meeting is held bimonthly on Zoom.
Lunken and CVG work closely together. Lunken is the only regional airport with a tower and a number of
runways. While big jets are currently using Lunken, the administration would like to acquire more
corporate accounts. Many corporations have aircraft, such as Kroger, Macy’s, and Signature. Five flight
schools also operate out of Lunken Airport.

Traffic levels have not changed that much over the past two years. There is a new development going in
where Sky Galley used to be. This developer, vR Group, is planning a boutique hotel, which has five
floors, thirty-nine rooms, and a restaurant. It has already been approved by the FAA. The Lunken Tower is
open from 7am to 11pm. While planes can land all night long, they cannot take off during the 11pm to
7am interval. Call the airport to complain if you hear aircraft taking off outside of the 7am to 11pm time
frame. Cincinnati’s mayor is responsible for the airport. Here are the phone numbers you can call to voice
complaints: 513-352-6347 or 513-352-6340.

B. Tower Optical Sale to Dunkin.” Hiren Pandhi, who owns six Dunkin’ stores, is considering buying the
property at 2057 Beechmont to open his seventh store. This is the current Tower Optical location. Dunkin’
will need a variance in order to put a drive-through at this location because a drive-through is not allowed
in the zoning of this property. At least 70 percent of their business is through the drive-through. There will
also be an external 280 square foot cooler.

A discussion ensued about traffic concerns, particularly in light of the number of pedestrians in Mt.
Washington and the proximity of the library to this location. There are considerably more pedestrians in
this location than the Dunkin’ location at 8000 Beechmont Avenue. There is only one table and three
chairs planned for the Mt. Washington location, while the Anderson Township location has four tables and
sixteen chairs inside and two picnic tables outside. Residents asked that Dunkin’ increase the seating both
inside and outside for the Mt. Washington location because we have a lot of walkers.

C. NSP Update: Priscilla Elgersma and Jon Young attended the NSP presentation given by Rick Meador
last night and they said Rick gave a phenomenal NSP presentation. All six NSP projects were approved



for a total of $10,000. The money must be spent by Nov. 15, 2025. There must be an invoice or receipt for
all reimbursement.

D. Prescription Drug Takeback Event: Rick Meador said the Prescription Drug Takeback Event will occur
on Saturday, April 26, from 10am to 2pm, at HealthSource at 6131 Campus Lane. More than one
thousand pounds of pills have been collected in the eight years this event has been running. The DEA may
not have the funding to continue this event in the future. You can always drop off medications at the drop
box located at the District 2 Cincinnati Police Department headquarters in Hyde Park. The address for
that drop box is 3295 Erie Avenue, 45208.

E. Plans to update Mt. Washington Comprehensive Plan: Priscilla Elgersma introduced Jesse Urbancsik, a
City of Cincinnati Senior City Planner. Jesse said the last time we did a comprehensive plan for Mt.
Washington was in 2007. Jesse has been with the City of Cincinnati for four years. Jesse is not kicking off
anything immediately, but he is trying to get to know this neighborhood. The kickoff for the revamped
plan will probably happen this summer with a 20-person steering committee.

VIII. Treasurer’s Report

Jon Young, MWCC treasurer, said it was a relatively quiet March. Our final outgoing payment for 2024
NSP has been made. Julie Rimer made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Margeaux
Selig, then approved by all.

IX. Announcements/Upcoming Events

A WaWa store is being built at 5315 Beechmont Avenue, where a former gas station was. It will be just
cast of the UDF store at 5275 Beechmont Avenue. UDF is expanding their store at Beechmont and Elstun.

Mike Sieber, of Sieber Construction, was asked if there are any updates with regard to the senior housing
center planned for 5455 Beechmont Avenue, but he said he had none.

Priscilla Elgersma pointed out the handouts by the Woodward marching band. They are an excellent local
marching band that is trying to raise funds. Please contribute if you can.

Dunkin’ needs a variance for the drive-through it wants to install at 2057 Beechmont Avenue. Jon Young
made a motion to approve the variance, seconded by Bob Wetterer, then passed by the membership.

X. Good of the Order
Jon Young and Priscilla thanked Rick Meador for doing a phenomenal job on the NSP submissions.

XI. Adjournment
Gary Noll made the motion to adjourn and the meeting was adjourned at 8:11pm.



