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Mt. Washington Community Council

January 15, 2025, 7pm
Mt. Washington Recreation Center
Welcome and Call to Order
Jaime Castle called the meeting to order at 7pm.

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Jaime led us in the pledge of allegiance. Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board
members present. Jaime Castle, Priscilla Elgersma, Margeaux Selig, Michael Gray, Jack
Diesel, and Kristina Kew were in attendance. Absent: Julie Rimer, Karen Luken, Rick
Meador. (Rick tried to attend, but could not find a place to park.)

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

Nikki Marksbury made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2024
membership meeting, seconded by Jack Diesel, and approved by all.

Approval of Agenda

Priscilla Elgersma made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Michael Gray,
then approved by all.

Community Reports

The Station 7 fire department reported that there were ninety-two runs in October (74 of those
runs were EMS/medical). They asked residents to please dig the snow away from fire hydrants
on your street to allow the fire department access to them.

Palice report: Our new neighborhood liaison officer, Officer Martin, went over the Mt.
Washington Neighborhood Crime Report. You can find it at this link:

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT WASHINGTON.pdf

Seiber Construction Senior Housing Complex to Be Built

Seiber Construction said they will be building a housing unit for low-income seniors near the
intersection of Beechmont and Elstun. The MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development
Corporation) got the taxpayer money to buy the property. Seiber will be constructing a 54 unit
one- and two-bedroom independent senior housing complex. It is slated for completion in the
fall of 2027. 1t will have a community room and an activities room. It will be built on what is
currently a wooded lot.



Mt. Washington Rec Center Updates

Jason said there was a good turnout for the luminary event that was held on December 14 and
the Rec Center plans to do it again. Summer day camp and summer preschool registrations will
open in three weeks. There is a teenage (13-17 yrs. old) Swish basketball program that will take
place on Fridays. You can register for that online. The rec center is hiring summer workers aged
eighteen and older, including day camp workers and lifeguards. Candidates can apply online.

MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation) Updates

Please come to the upcoming spaghetti dinners. They will be held on January 25 and February
26. The CURC pays the bills for the lights in Tom Roth Place, at the Mt. Washington entry sign,
and for the parking lot behind the businesses. CURC is looking for sponsors for the new tower
lights which will cost approximately $33,000 to $34,000. There will be 8 to 9 spotlights at the
base of the tower that will be lit every night. All the sponsors will be listed on a metal sign on the
water tower site.

SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council)

SPAC, in conjunction with the rec center, will be hosting an Easter egg hunt this spring. SPAC
is continuing to remove invasives. SPAC has regular meetings open to the public. Find out all
about Stanbery Park activities on SPAC’s Facebook website.

Business District Flowerpots

The Park Board has raised the price of the flowerpots to $340 per pot per year. CURC can get
a grant that covers $190 of this price per pot. Bob will be asking our local business to pay the
$150 per pot difference.

American Legion

Bill Hoskings noted that the American Legion Post 484 bar is open to all. There will be a chili
cookoff in February.

2025 Planned MWCC Budget

Kristina Kew went over the expected income and expenses for the Mt. Washington Community
Council for 2025. The budget includes funds to pay for the rental of a dumpster which residents
can use to clean up large items in the community, Outgoing expenses are a little more than
anticipated income in 2025, but our checking account is at a good level, Priscilla Elgersma
made a motion to approve the budget, seconded by Michael Gray, and approved by all.

2024 Financial Report

Kristina Kew reviewed the December 2024 budget. Katie Phelan made a motion to approve the
budget, seconded by Teddy Morgan-Jablonski, and approved by all. Jaime pointed out that this
is the last year of Kristina’s term.

Tower Lighting Donation

The MWCC budgeted $250 toward the tower lighting costs in the 2025 budget. The board
suggested donating another $250. Jack Diesel made the motion, seconded by Gary Noll and
approved by all to cut a check for $250 to go to the MWCURC for the new tower lighting.



Bylaws Addition

A non-discrimination clause needs to be added to our bylaws to qualify for NSP funds. Jaime
Castle passed out the wording. A motion was made by Teddy Morgan-Jablonsky, seconded by
Deb Lopez, and approved by all to add the clause.

Election of New Board Members

Jaime Castle asked if anyone was willing to run for a three-year term to replace the four
outgoing board members. Jaime Castle, Kristina Kew, and Michael Gray have completed their
three-year terms. Karen Luken is stepping down. Teddy Morgan-Jablonsky, Gary Noll, Jon
Young, and Brian Zeschke all ran. Wendy O’Neal made a motion to approve all four nominees,
seconded by Priscilla Elgersma, and then approved by all. Welcome aboard and thank you for
your willingness to serve our community. Jaime Castle will set the agenda for the next board
meeting with the new board.

Unhoused Persons Update

Some city council members will be coming to the rec center to talk with the community about
issues with unhoused people in Mt. Washington on January 22 at 5:30pm. There will be
updates from Mt. Washington community organizations and the city at that meeting.

NSP Funds

We will have $10,000 of NSP funds available to the community in 2025. If you have project
ideas, you can fill out the form Jaime distributed and email it to info@mwcc.org.

Good of the Order

Priscilla Elgersma and Margeaux Selig thanked our outgoing members for their service and
gave each of them gifts of appreciation. Jaime Castle thanked Karen Luken for her service.

Adjournment

Teddy Morgan-Jablonsky made the motion to adjourn. The meeting was
adjourned at approximately 8:15m.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
MWCC Secretary
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