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Mt. Washington Community Council
Membership Meeting Minutes of February 19, 2025
Mt. Washington Recreation Center

Welcome and Call to Order
Priscilla Elgersma called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Following the pledge of allegiance, Priscilla Elgersma made sure we had a quorum of board members
present. Present: Priscilla Elgersma, Jack Diesel, Brian Zeschke, Margeaux Selig, Teddy MorganJablonski,
Jon Young, Julie Rimer, and Rick Meador were in attendance. Absent: Gary Noll.

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

Teddy Morgan-Jablonski made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Jon Young, and approved
by all.

Approval of Agenda
Rick Meador made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Jack Diesel, then approved by all.
Community Reports

Police report: Officer Wendy Martin went over the Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report. You can
find it at this link:

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT WASHINGTON.pdf

A resident who borders Stanbery Park stated she has been disappointed in the police not responding to
multiple calls by a variety of women about a homeless man who is living in the middle of a group of
apartments. The women do not feel safe walking their dogs at night. After no response from the police,
the residents cleaned up the encampment themselves.

The station seven fire department was not able to attend.

Schools: There were no representatives in attendance from Mt. Washington School and Sands
Montessori.

CRC (Cincinnati Recreation Center): Jason Richards, Mt. Washington CRC director, provided the update.
The CRC, working with SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council), will host a community-wide egg hunt in



Stanbery Park on Saturday, April 5, for ages twelve and under. The rec center summer camp is full. There
are still 4-5 spots open for each day of the summer preschool program. The rec center is looking for 4-5
summer camp workers aged eighteen and over. Interested candidates can talk with Jason.

MWCURC (Community Urban Redevelopment Corp): Bob Wetterer announced there will be a spaghetti
dinner this Saturday, February 22, starting at 4pm at the American Legion, Post 484. Please attend since
the spaghetti dinner proceeds go to buying the new tower lights and for other CURC expenses.

MWCDC (Community Development Corp): There were no representatives in attendance.

SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council): Priscilla Elgersma stated the April 5 egg hunt, which will be held
in conjunction with the CRC, will be held in Stanbery Park. Older and younger children will hunt in
different areas of the park. The next non-native, invasive species removal will focus on removing garlic
mustard and will occur on April 12 from 10am to noon in Stanbery Park. Please come. All supplies will be
provided.

American Legion Post 484: Rick Meador passed out a list of charity events that are being held at the
American Legion. Fish fries will be held every Friday from March 7 to April 18, 4:30 to 8pm.

General Business

Mt. Washington Library Renovation: Paul Burch, Mt. Washington Library Branch Manager, explained the
Mt. Washington Library is getting a long-overdue renovation. The library will get a new HVAC system to
replace the original 1950s HVAC system. There will be new electrical, new lighting, some new flooring,
and new carpeting. Due to being land-locked, he stated the library will have the same nine parking
spaces.

The remodel will make the most of the space. Some walls will be torn down. The library will be adding
features we do not currently have, such as a meeting room, a 3D printer, and a media conversion station.
At the conversion station, you will be able to convert such things as VHS tapes and cassettes into digital
files. There will be a button maker, an embroidery station, and a graphic design computer. The library will
be adding tutoring rooms and a digital fireplace, which does not emit heat but creates a pleasant
atmosphere. If space allows, the library may add a play space.

The library will be closed for 4-6 months for these renovations. Most of the Mt. Washington librarians
will be working at the Anderson Library during the renovations. The library plans to have a community
engagement session to show the new plans in late March or early April. There is not a definite start date,
but the renovations may commence in May 2025.

EV Charging Stations in the CURC business lot: Greg Kemper, a City of Cincinnati engineer with the
DOTE, spoke about the grant to install a level 3 charging station in the business lot. He said there
currently is not a level 3 charger within five miles of Mt. Washington. A level 3 charger is the fastest way
to charge a vehicle. There will be two charging stations. Tentatively, the location will be in the MWCURC
lot, behind the karate store. MWCURC has sent a letter of support for it. The CURC will earn money from
the five-year lease of the parking spaces. Greg said the charging stations are quiet and emit a low
humming sound when in use. People will pay to charge their cars at the stations and the money goes to
the EV charging station operator.



Elmdale, Wasigo, Ranchvale Neighborhood Concerns: Residents representing forty families that live in
homes that abut the property at 5455 Beechmont Avenue came to speak about myriad concerns about
the Sieber Construction/CDC 54-unit senior housing project planned for this site. Emily Wendling, an
Elmdale resident, said there are approximately one hundred homes that will be affected by the
construction of the senior housing project. Emily said they are also representing neighbors on
Wenatchee and Kewanee who were not able to attend tonight. The neighbors first heard about this
project at the January 21, 2025 MWCC meeting in which Wendy O’Neal (CDC) and a representative of
Sieber Construction made a brief presentation about this project.

These neighbors reached out to both the CDC and Sieber Construction about their concerns via email
before tonight’s meeting, but they hadn’t received responses from either until Emily called Sieber again
and she received an email in which Sieber stated they would be willing to meet with the neighbors after
they go through the architectural development process. The neighbors say the integrity of the land
needs to be the primary focus, not the architectural characteristics of the proposed building. Questions
need to be answered before then because their main concern is the instability of the land that Sieber
plans to build on.

Past studies have shown that this hillside is unstable and is composed of a silty clay loam with a 25-50%
slope. Quite a few of the attendees live at the top of the hill and are very concerned about what will
happen to their properties when trees are removed and the builder cuts into the hillsides. Homeowners
have already had issues with landslides in their yards.

Emily explained that many of the residents have lived in this neighborhood for 20 to 30 years and there
has been no proper research into this development. For a project that uses taxpayer money, Emily said
the Mt. Washington community has not been asked if this is something it wants or how this
development might affect the property of current homeowners. Residents’ research shows the money to
buy the property was obtained through a Quick Strike grant and little tax was paid on the land. The
residents have concerns about how this transpired.

In the past, neighbors tried to work with the Hillside Trust to purchase this land to protect it as a green
space, but the price of the property was over $300K. The neighbors question why, when the Quick Strike
grant came through, the property was suddenly devalued and sold for $170K. Emily said it is likely the
neighbors could have come together to purchase the land at that price.

Emily explained that when the neighbors reached out to the CDC and Sieber they explained that they are
not trying to quash the development, but they want assurances that their property and their brick
homes will not be negatively affected by this development. They have not received any assurances to
date from either the CDC or Sieber Construction.

Another resident said that through research, the neighbors have found out that the developer does not
have to notify the residents until they start the zoning process. The neighbors do not know what that
entails. Does it change the zoning or what does it do? Sieber will be removing trees to put up a fourstory
building. It will change traffic in the area. Traffic coming into and out of Ranchvale and Wasigo and other
area streets needs to be analyzed. Since no one has communicated with the neighbors, they feel lost.
She stated there has been no transparency in this process. It appears the City gave money to the Mt.
Washington Community Development Corporation who hired Sieber Construction without undergoing
any bidding process.



The neighbors believe the hillside will need to be shored up before anything can be built. Otherwise,
there will be landslides when the trees are removed. A Wasigo resident described a large landslide he
had already experienced in his backyard. He used to have a level yard, but after a landslide, the property
dropped off eight feet in every direction of their deck. The resident paid $80,000 six years ago to have a
retaining wall built on 80 feet of their property. Based on the size of the planned senior housing, he
thinks Sieber Construction will have to dig into the hill on the property and build a huge retaining wall to
keep the hill from eroding.

Resident Becky Economou who lives on Meadowbright had a landslide on her property in 2019. It
started with a big crack in the yard that got worse every day. They had to take down their screened-in
porch. They have not done anything to fix the landslide yet due to the prohibitive cost of addressing it. In
2019, they had quotes between $100-$120K to fix their yard. Homeowners’ insurance does not cover
this type of damage unless you have a special policy, and Becky does not know how much that kind of
policy would cover. They have had to be fearful of their two young daughters going near the landslide.

Most of the homes in the neighborhood were built in the 1960s. For the newer homes that were built in
the 1980s, soil was brought in upon which the homes were built, but much of that soil washed away.
Emily stated that you can already see the beginning of a landslide where a few trees were removed on
this property near Beechmont and Ranchvale. She stated that the neighbors are not trying to keep
development out of this area, but they are trying to protect the investments they have in their homes.

Emily stated someone tried to buy this land two or three years ago. Those buyers pulled out of the
purchase because they were not able to get insured to build on the property. How is Sieber Construction
able to get insurance on this property? If Sieber has obtained insurance, the residents want to know who
is insuring the property because they want to know who will be liable if catastrophes occur that affect
the existing homeowners. Emily raised the question of how this benefits Mt. Washington. With this
being a tax-abated project, there is no money coming back to the community. There are already a lot of
senior living centers in the neighborhood.

Another resident cited the huge retaining wall that had to be constructed on the opposite side of
Beechmont about five years ago below an apartment complex. Despite there being trees on that hillside,
landslides were occurring that necessitated building that retaining wall.

Another neighbor who lives at the end of Wasigo brought up trespassing issues she has on her property
due to an apartment complex next door. Will Sieber build a wall to separate the homes and deaden the
sound from this new building? This is an established neighborhood; the residents should be involved in
what is being planned so that it is a sound decision for everyone, but they have not had any part in this
plan. She stated that whoever builds this complex should be liable for any issues the construction
causes, not the long-standing homeowners.

Priscilla Elgersma reviewed what the residents had asked for. They want answers, assurances, and want
to know how far along this project is. Have there already been zoning meetings, culpability, soil, and
traffic studies? How does this benefit Mt. Washington as a whole? She stated there is already lowincome
senior housing in Mt. Washington. How is more low-income senior housing going to benefit Mt.
Washington? Is this insured? How is this insured? There are already sewage problems on Ranchvale.
What if this construction causes sewage problems? There have been multiple gas line breaks over the
years. How will this affect that? There is already a weak infrastructure in this neighborhood even before
anything gets built. The neighbors want a traffic study. Will there be parking associated with the
complex? They have heard there will be fifty-four parking spaces created. Is that enough? If not, where



will the other cars go? Where will the building be located on the property? How will noise levels be
affected? Where will dumpsters be located? Where will the parking lot be located?

The residents are concerned about a seeming conflict of interest in how this property was purchased.
They pointed out that there is a Sieber family member on the MWCDC board. How did Sieber
Construction get this property without any bidding? A resident summarized that it appears tax money
was used to purchase the land to destroy their neighborhood.

It was also pointed out that a Little Miami trail extension was supposed to run through this property.
What happened to plans for that? She suggested that, considering the potential landslide issues, this
land should officially be made a greenspace.

As these residents requested, the MWCC will send a letter communicating these concerns to City
Council, the Departments of City Planning, Zoning, and Buildings and Inspections and any other relevant
organizations in attempt to get answers to the questions the residents have raised. The MWCC will ask
that a representative of this group be copies on all communications with the MWCC.

NSP Program: Rick Meador, an MWCC board member and this year’s NSP manager, spoke about the
Neighborhood Support Program (NSP), a program that provides annual funding to community councils
for neighborhood projects and activities. The city heads up this program. Rick stated that last year, NSP
funds totaled $7375. Rick told of some of the prior NSP projects: a community event postcard, cleanups
in Tom Roth Place and other areas, the funding of movies and Shakespeare in the Park performances in
Stanbery Park. This year, in 2025, we can be approved for up to $10K in NSP funds. We need to
brainstorm the projects upon which we want to spend this money. Rick distributed a form that shows
the documentation needed to do or buy something with NSP funds. Rick must fill out a detailed report
to the City. Please document everything in your proposal. For example, if a landscaper will be hired to
clean up an area, Rick needs a written estimate from that contractor. If something needs to be
purchased for a project, Rick will need a sales sheet with details of the costs. If there are any deviations
from these estimates, the City requires Rick to fill out a form called an Informal Variance and Rick would
like to fill out as few as possible of those forms.

During our next meeting on March 19, you will present your ideas for NSP projects to the membership
and the membership will vote on the projects they would like to support. Rick suggested that one
potential NSP project would be for the community council to own its own broadcasting equipment.
Currently, former president Jaime Castle is loaning the MWCC her personal equipment. A few other
ideas for NSP projects include a comprehensive spring cleanup event that could include a gardening
spruce-up of the business district, a drug takeback event, document shredding, and the collection of
obsolete electronics. We could do something different than we are currently doing when it comes to
holiday decorations and lighting. We could fund MWCC meeting supplies. We can vote to support
various costs of the Pumpkin Chuck. Please know that you need to own any project you suggest. We will
post the NSP form on the MWCC website. MWCC will present the resident-approved projects to the City
on April 15. The deadline for submitting an NSP proposal to MWCC is March 12th, with those ideas to be
presented at the March 19th membership meeting. To submit a proposal, please email it to:

info@mwcc.org and include:

Your name (and organization if applicable):
Contact Information:

The amount requested:

Date(s) of the project:



Estimated amount of outside money that will be used and from what source:
Estimated volunteer hours:

Summary of the project:

Benefits for the community gained by the project:

Traffic Calming Updates/Timeline: Jaime Castle has worked extensively with the City on traffic calming
issues. Traffic cushions are coming to Corbly in front of Sands Montessori in 2025. The membership
voted for another set of speed cushions on Beechmont near Plaza. Those speed cushions will also be
installed in 2025. Please know that Beechmont will be repaved in 2027.

Treasurer’s Report

Jon Young is our new treasurer. He stated there was not a lot of financial activity in January 2025. Jon
reviewed the current treasurer’s report. Teddy Morgan-Jablonski made a motion to approve the
treasurer’s report, Margeaux Selig seconded it, and then it was approved by all.

Announcements/Upcoming Events

Priscilla Elgersma stated details about the Seeds of Change grant will be addressed at an upcoming
meeting.

Good of the Order
Priscilla Elgersma thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.

Adjournment
Jack Diesel made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:08pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
MW(CC Secretary
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