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Mt. Washington Community Council

Board Meeting Minutes of March 5, 2025

Call to Order

A meeting of the MWCC board was held at the Grove Park Grille. Priscilla Elgersma called the meeting to
order at 7:08pm.

Roll Call and Determination of a Quorum
The board members in attendance were Priscilla Elgersma, Julie Rimer, Jon Young, Margeaux Selig, Brian
Zeschke, Gary Noll, and Teddy Morgan-Jablonski. Absent: Jack Diesel and Rick Meador.

Approval of Minutes
Margeaux made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 5 board meeting, seconded by Brian,
and approved by all.

Review of Process
Priscilla stated that any residents who bring a concern to the MWCC will be asked to first contact the
party or parties with whom they have an issue before the MWCC will take any action.

Bank Transition
Jon is working with Deb Lopez of Forcht Bank to designate Priscilla and Jon as named signatories on the
MWCC bank account. Jon will act as the statutory agent for the MWCC.

IRS 1099 Forms
Jon stated the MWCC does not have to issue 1099 forms for work done for NSP projects.

NSP Projects

Rick Meador has the flu, but he sent all board members an email of items to be addressed at tonight’s
meeting. Per Rick’s request, this afternoon, Julie sent the 2025 NSP Proposal form and a summary of the
NSP program to Phil Roberto for posting on the Mt. Washington Community Council’s website. Phil will
have this posted by tomorrow, March 6.

Priscilla stated that any event receiving NSP funds must held by November 15, 2025. That means the
Holiday Walk does not qualify for NSP funds.



Priscilla reviewed the NSP project proposals to-date. Pumpkin Chuck expenses of $2500 could be funded
though NSP, including insurance and permits for the event, the hiring of a band, Raptors Inc., and face
painting.

Greg Courtney is likely to submit an NSP request for the Pumpkin Chuck entertainment he provides. For
years, he sets up tables of fossils and educates attendees about the geological history of this area. He
also entertains by demonstrating artistic boomerangs.

Priscilla estimated the NSP proposal for a sound system for conducting and broadcasting MWCC
meetings will total about $1500.

We discussed outlining the business district buildings with strings of LED lights. NSP funds could be used
to purchase the strings of lights. Each business would be responsible for hanging the lights and supplying
the electricity to illuminate them. We discussed the fact that the lights could be used during times other
than the holiday season. Currently, in December, strings of lights and decorations are hung on the
cemetery and water tower fences, but they are routinely vandalized. Teddy will look into the cost of the
strings of lights. Priscilla said solar-powered decorations, such as snowflakes, could hang from the
banner brackets on the light posts in the business district. She will investigate the cost of those.

We anticipate Bob Wetterer submitting an NSP proposal for the spring spruce-up of the Welcome sign
area by a landscaping contractor.

We discussed the Beechmont Avenue median, near the Skytop Apartments, which needs weeding and
other landscaping care. We believe this is the responsibility of the Park Board, so no NSP proposals will
be submitted for it.

Priscilla suggested an NSP proposal could be submitted for the pruning of the oaks in the business
district. She suggested Hyde Park Landscaping might be able to do that pruning.

Julie plans to submit an NSP proposal for costume rentals and a few advertising banners so the Mt.
Washington Cemetery trustees can do two historical reenactment tours of the Mt. Washington
Cemetery in late September. Six to eight trustees would dress in period-appropriate clothing, and we
would each tell the story of one of the people buried in the cemetery. We would charge a very
reasonable price to attend the tour, which would provide much-needed income for the cemetery. The
cemetery is nearly full with over 6,700 people buried there, so there are very few graves left to sell to
generate income.

Teddy suggested arches over the business district would add charm to our community. Due to the cost of
a project like this, it could be a candidate for a Community Budget Request. CBRs are for one-time
expenditures that benefit a community. They cannot involve ongoing maintenance. Margeaux stated we
will soon hear whether either of the community budget requests we submitted at the end of September
2024 were approved: business district lamp post banners and Stanbery Park interpretive trail signs. After
the meeting, Julie confirmed that the City will release those decisions in May 2025.



NSP Voting Method

We discussed how the membership will vote on NSP proposals and agreed that ranked choice voting
makes the most sense. Each resident will rank the projects from most to least preferred on a piece of
paper. Jon and Teddy will tally the results. Priscilla said she will bring a few large sheets of white paper to
tally the votes. Julie will turn over the sign-in sheets and the meeting minutes to Rick Meador. Rick will
present the projects to NSP on April 15.

Request from Membership for Funds for CRC/SPAC Egg Hunt

The Cincinnati Rec Center, in conjunction with the Stanbery Park Advisory Council, will be conducting a
spring egg hunt in Stanbery Park. Priscilla stated that the eggs will contain useful items, like a little
compass, rather than candy. Priscilla will explain the project and will ask the membership to approve
$300 of MWCC funds to use in purchasing items for the eggs.

Holiday Walk

Teddy stated she would like to make the Holiday Walk a joint project with the CDC, the Community
Development Corporation. She has been discussing ideas with Katie Stefani, a CDC board membe. Teddy
also stated she would like to collect surveys to assess what residents like and don’t like about Mt.
Washington at the Holiday Walk. Julie expressed concerns about this form of research. Having worked
with market research for years as a new product development director, she stated that, to be of value,
surveys have to be written and conducted by people who are knowledgeable about market research.
Otherwise, the results can be misleading. Obtaining a broad-based representation of demographics in
our community and obtaining authentic, unbiased feedback in a survey is no small feat.

Review of March 19 Agenda

Julie stated the business items for the March 19 membership meeting include guest speaker Elissa
Pogue, member of the Lunken Airport Oversight Board; a request to the membership for $300 of MWCC
funding for the joint CRC/SPAC Easter egg hunt; and presentations and voting on Neighborhood Support
Program proposals. The board members approved the agenda.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Rimer
Secretary



