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Mt. Washington Community Council

Board Meeting Minutes of February 5, 2025

Call to Order
A meeting of the MWCC board was held via Zoom link on this day. Jaime Castle called the meeting to
order at 7:06pm.

Roll Call and Determination of a Quorum

The board members in attendance were Jaime Castle (outgoing president who transitioned the meeting
to the newly elected president during the meeting), Priscilla Elgersma, Rick Meador, Julie Rimer, Jon
Young, and Teddy Morgan-Jablonski. Absent: Jack Diesel, Margeaux Selig, Brian Zeschke, and Gary Noll.

Neighborhood Traffic Calming Initiatives

Jaime Castle gave an update on neighborhood traffic calming initiatives. The city will install speed bumps
in front of Sands Montessori in the summer of 2025. Greg Long is the new DOTE director; the former
director was John Branzini.

In the spring of 2024, the city asked each neighborhood to select one location in which they would like to
have speed bumps installed. The city said there was no guarantee that speed bumps would be installed
in that location because we are competing with other communities who also want speed bumps. The
city will rank the suggestions from all neighborhoods based on the number of pedestrian crashes within
a quarter-mile area, the number of cars speeding in a 24-to-48-hour assessment period, and the
proximity to the business district, schools, parks, etc. The city stated the potential site needed to have a
minimum of 5,000 cars traveling it daily, meaning that only Beechmont, Sutton and Corbly qualified as
potential speed bump sites in Mt. Washington. On April 17, 2024, the MWCC membership voted to
select the site of Beechmont Avenue near Plaza for speed bumps. Beechmont Avenue will be repaved in
2027, but the speed bumps, if approved for this site, will be installed by the city in 2025.

Priscilla noted that we have not heard a response to Mt. Washington resident Robert Hayes’ request for
traffic calming measures on Beechmont Avenue between Berkshire and Mears. Joann Kavanaugh and
Rob Hayes secured letters of support for this endeavor from Guardian Angels and McNicholas High
School, letters which were sent directly to DOTE. At the June 18, 2024 meeting, the MWCC membership
voted to send that letter to DOTE asking them to evaluate speeds, safety, and potential traffic calming
measures for Mt. Washington on Beechmont.

Lastly, resident Art Daniels made a presentation to the Mt. Washington Community Council Board of
Directors on October 2, 2024 stating the intersection of Wayside and Salem is treacherous since this
intersection has two blind curves that prevent a safe left turn onto Salem from Wayside. Based on Art’s
input, Julie Rimer drafted a letter of support for the City of Cincinnati to analyze the intersection of
Wayside and Salem to see if there are ways to make this intersection safer. The letter was read to the
membership at the October 16, 2024 meeting and the membership voted unanimously to send the letter
as written.



New Officer Elections

Each person was welcome to nominate themselves or someone else for MWCC officer positions. The

final positions are as follows: President: Priscilla Elgersma; Vice President: Margeaux Selig; Secretary:

Julie Rimer; Treasurer: Jon Young; NSP Manager: Rick Meador; Pumpkin Chuck Chairs: Margeaux Selig
and Gary Noll. Rick expressed a desire to work closely with Jon on NSP.

Membership Meeting Logistics

The upcoming membership meeting on February 19 will be aired on MWCC’s Facebook site. Priscilla
expressed a preference for using Google Meet instead of Zoom for future board meetings. If we
purchase new equipment for MWCC meetings via an NSP request, Rick Meador suggested storing the
equipment in the rec center locker that is dedicated to MWCC. We need to obtain the key to that locker
from Kristina Kew. Rick will show the board members where that locker is located after the general
membership meeting on February 19.

Guest Speakers

Tentatively, we have Paul Burch of the Mt. Washington Library, Elissa Pogue of the Lunken Airport
Oversight Board, and Nolan Brown of the City of Cincy Electrification program, Office of Environment and
Sustainability slated to be speakers at upcoming general membership meetings. We will ask Paul Burch if
he can come to the February 19 meeting to discuss the renovations that the Mt. Washington

Library will be undergoing and the timeline for those renovations. Priscilla will talk with Elissa Pogue and
Nolan Brown about potential meeting dates. Priscilla asked all board members to think about potential
speakers from whom the community would like to hear.

NSP Projects

Rick Meador has run the NSP program for the MWCC in two prior years as a board member. He
emphasized the importance of sponsors of any suggested NSP project to submit excellent
documentation with hard copy estimates. Whoever suggests an NSP project must take complete charge
of seeing it through.

We discussed potential 2025 NSP projects including banners for the business district lamp posts; funds to
conduct a spring egg hunt in conjunction with the rec center; potentially reviving the Holiday Walk and
outlining the business district buildings with strings of lights (instead of hanging lights on the fences
where they are routinely vandalized); purchasing a wireless mic and speakers for membership meetings;
and purchasing a laptop, projector and projector screen that can be used at membership meetings to
project the agenda and other documents onto a screen, minimizing the need for paper handouts. Teddy
expressed an interest in running the reboot of the Holiday Walk since she will have completed her
degree by then.

Community Dumpsters
The board will discuss a timeline and responsibilities for renting community dumpsters when more of the
board members are present.

Review of Agenda
The board members reviewed and approved the agenda for the February 19 membership meeting.

Adjournment
Julie made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:14pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Rimer
Secretary






