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Mt. Washington Community Council

November 20, 2024, 7pm
Mt. Washington Recreation Center
Welcome and Call to Order
Jaime Castle called the meeting to order at 7pm.

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Following the pledge of allegiance, Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board
members present. Jaime Castle, Priscilla Elgersma, Margeaux Selig, Michael Gray, Julie

Rimer, Rick Meador, Jack Diesel, and Kristina Kew were in attendance. Absent: Karen
Luken

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

Jack Diesel made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Rick Meador, and approved
by all.

Approval of Agenda

Priscilla Elgersma made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Margeaux Selig,
then approved by all.

Community Reports

The fire department report for Station 7 in Mt. Washington was given by Chief Robert Al. There
were 128 runs in October (8 fire and 120 medical). The fire station will be getting a new fire
truck in a couple of months.

Poalice report: Our new neighborhood liaison officer introduced herself. She is officer Wendy
Kelly. She went over the Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report. You can find it at this
link:

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT WASHINGTON.pdf

Officer Kelly reminded everyone to leave nothing of value in your car.

LaRosa’s has requested a liquor license for carryout beer. Jaime Castle asked for a show of
hands of those who supported the request, and the show of hands was nearly unanimous.



General Business
Guests to Discuss Unhoused Persons Issues

City Manager Virginia Tallent is a guest tonight. Vice Mayor Jan-Michele Lemon-Kearney was
also supposed to be a guest tonight but was not able to come.

Virginia Tallent gave some history on the city’s policies for addressing homeless encampments.
She said there were lawsuits put forth by activists on behalf of the homeless in the early 2000s
that resulted in the police policy called 12.111. The city was sued again in 2018, leading to a
settlement agreement that included some changes to 12.111. The city is employing social
workers, behavioral health specialists, and outreach workers who must be the first people to
engage with the people in an encampment when it is first reported. The city workers must ask
each person if he/she has access to shelter, and if not, seek to identify shelters for them.
Virginia stated that our community is rich in shelter resources, particularly for single people.
There are even more shelter opportunities in the winter. This year’s winter shelter opens
tomorrow, November 20, and it offers an additional two hundred beds. The city has the least
capacity to address the needs of homeless families.

Policy 12.111 does not mean it is illegal to be homeless, but they cannot engage in illegal
activities. If homeless people are encamped and the city has identified available shelter, the city
must provide a written notice and give the people 72 hours to vacate. If a person chooses not to
take their things and vacate, it can trigger a citation from the police for trespassing. It will also
trigger city employees who come and clean up any belongings left behind. What has not been
going well in Mt. Washington is that the city has not been doing enough and the city needs to
double-down on outreach efforts through organizations like PATH Behavioral Health Care and
ARC (Alternative Response Program). The problem of encampments has not improved, so city
social workers plan to come here more frequently to offer services and have consistent follow-
up until the problem is thoroughly dealt with. Those services include housing in a homeless
shelter, getting a treatment bed for those with mental health issues, getting on a waiting list for
Section 8 housing, etc.

Virginia Tallent then brought up the issue with the homeless removing items from dumpsters
and donation bins in the Mt. Washington business district. She said the city could provide
support to businesses in the neighborhood business district to reduce the disorder (for example,
provide money for gates, etc.) and decrease the dumping and the hoarding that are occurring in
Stanbery Park.

Next, Captain Dennis Swingley spoke. He grew up in and lives in our area. He reminded all that
the homeless can be in the park just like anyone else during the hours the park is open. The
police initiated a program called CPOP (Community Problem Oriented Policing) to address
problems. They use a program called SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment)
to problem-solve. The police know the homeless have been collecting items from St. Vincent de
Paul donation dumpsters and the trash dumpster and taking the items back to where they are
residing. If you see criminal activity, such as drug or alcohol use, please call the police. Please
call the fire department if you see any open fires.

Jim Wenstrup, VP of St. Vincent de Paul stores, was next to speak. Jim has been with the
organization for fourteen years and St. Vincent de Paul wants to be a great neighbor in the
community. Donations are key to St. Vincent’s ability to contribute to society. In addition to
security cameras strategically placed both inside and outside of the store, St. Vincent put the
gates across the entrance and exit of the Mt. Washington parking lot years ago to keep people



from bringing in donations after hours. Recently, people have cut the locks repeatedly on the
dumpster surround and the outdoor storage bins. St. Vincent now smashes the large,
unsaleable items that go into the dumpster before disposing of them. That caged dumpster
corral is locked on the INSIDE and only Rumpke and St. Vincent de Paul have keys to that lock.
Before the last employees leave each night, they make sure all donated items have been
moved into the store. They leave the donation box door open so people can see there is
nothing to steal. On video, they caught two men who climbed into the dumpster area and pulled
out a couple of items that were garbage. St. Vincent has shared their security videos with the
police several times when the footage reveals anyone in the lot after hours.

Jim Wenstrup also clarified that St. Vincent de Paul has a process in place to help people; they
do not simply hand things out. St. Vincent de Paul is here to help. They evaluate a person’s
needs and will provide a voucher with which they can come to the store and shop for such
things as household items, clothing, etc.

Sargeant Sellers stated that police officers cannot access some of the locations where the
homeless are encamped because it becomes a safety risk, especially at night. The police will
now start conducting patrols, hoping to find the “campers” in the night before they go to the
inaccessible locations to figure out who these people are.

A resident raised a concern about the park hours. He said the park used to be open from dawn
until dusk, but now it is open until 10pm. There is no reason for the park to be open until 210pm.
The policy/signage should be changed back to the original dusk to dawn hours. Jason Baron,
Cincinnati Park Board Director, said the change in hours could be taken under advisement. He
did state that we do not have any park rangers to enforce the park hours. Jason said that may
not cure the problem, but if that is something the community wants, it can be done. The next
cleanup of the Welcome Sign area will be done this Friday, November 22. Jason said this will
be the fifth or sixth cleanup that will be done this year. Park employees have removed some
honeysuckle to improve the view into the park. He said Parks could investigate finding funds to
remove more of the honeysuckle. Jason acknowledged that the amount of dumping in Stanbery
Park is worse than in any other city parks. A question was asked about the cost of each
cleanup, but Jason did not have that information. Another resident asked if volunteers could
clean up abandoned materials. Virginia Tallent said the law department would have to weigh in
on this. Sargeant Sellers advised against this because she said a homeless person could
become very confrontational about a citizen throwing away their items.

Some residents said they have been cleaning up needles. Virginia Tallent told residents to call
the police if they see drug use. The resident said she does not see the drug use but finds the
needles that are evidence of it.

Other residents expressed concerns about seeing people undressing in public, being afraid to
walk by groups of homeless people, The question was asked whether there is enough housing
for the homeless. Virginia believes there is. However, you cannot make people go to the
housing. People, the homeless included, have a right to be in public areas. A resident asked
what percent of the homeless are on drugs, but the police answered that is not known.
Sargeant Sellers stated the pervasiveness of the drug issue and that there are drug dealers
everywhere.

A resident asked why the homeless issue has increased so much of late. Virginia explained a
recent change in Kentucky law has basically outlawed homelessness (anyone sleeping
outdoors on public property in Kentucky will either be jailed or cited with a $250 fine). That has
resulted in Kentucky homeless coming to Mt. Washington. Virginia will get the data on people



experiencing homelessness and send the information to the MWCC. Virginia acknowledged the
condition of Stanbery Park now is unacceptable. Changes in policy will be needed to better
address these issues. Vice Mayor Jan-Michele Lemon-Kearney should be asked these
guestions.

Rico Blackman from The Homeless Coalition asked if we had invited any of the homeless to
tonight’s meeting. One of our business owners has done a lot of outreach to the homeless, but
she has been threatened and harassed as a result. Rico says the homeless claim they have
been harassed in Mt. Washington. He said a large part of the issue is the lack of affordable
housing. Even those who have Section 8 housing vouchers cannot find any rentals that will
accept Section 8. Rico said the city only has about eight hundred shelter beds, but the number
increases to one thousand in the winter. He asked how the people are supposed to get to the
shelters. He suggested residents try to build a relationship with the homeless and provide
resources for them.

A resident asked what we can do right now. It was suggested that residents write to members
of the city council. We should continue to work with the businesses to determine where issues
are occurring such as access to materials that are being dragged into Stanbery Park. Jaime
Castle reminded all to report litter/dumping/non-emergency issues to 311Cincy. You can open a
request for many city services, 24/7, by calling 311 (or 513-765-1212 from outside the city), or
by using the 311Cincy website and mobile app. The address of the Welcome sign is 2337
Beechmont, Cincinnati, OH 45230.

A business owner explained that the issue is much more than increased trash in our
community. This is a safety issue for people who are running a business in our community. The
increase in unhoused people has impacted our business district. She had to close her carryout
window due to loitering by the homeless and their harassment of customers. She also deals
with used needles by the dumpsters. Other businesses have started closing earlier and locking
their bathrooms due to vandalism in the bathrooms. She has been very involved because Mt.
Washington is where she lives and where her business is, but at some point, if things do not
improve, she will leave. Having interacted with many of the homeless here, she sees this as
primarily a drug issue. She brought up concerns about children picking up used needles in
Stanbery Park and having to walk by groups of people on their way home.

Jaime Castle instructed people who had questions that were not addressed to email those
guestions/comments to MWCC at info@mwcc.org. She said this will be an ongoing issue that
will likely be worse when warmer weather occurs in the spring.

Jaime Castle called for a three-minute break before resuming the meeting.
Continued Community Updates

There were no updates from Mt. Washington School or Sands Montessori.
CRC Updates

Jason from the CRC said they are doing a CRC-wide toy drive and there is a box in the CRC
hallway for donations. The CRC is also doing a coat and sock drive (socks must be new) and
there is a container for those donations in the hallway as well. The CRC is holding a luminary
event on December 14 from 5:30pm to 8pm. Around 6:30pm, children from Mt. Washington
School and Sands Montessori will sing Christmas carols.
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Holiday Walk

Jaime Castle told all that the holiday walk will not happen this year because Bob Wetterer, who
has run the event for decades, is finally retiring from this duty and no one has stepped up to
take this over.

Tower Lights Update

Jaime gave an update that Bob Wetterer provided on the tower lights from the CURC. The first
set of tower lights were hit by lightning and an insurance policy paid for their replacement. A fan
in the second set of tower lights failed to adequately cool the apparatus during a heat wave so
that system failed.

The new lighting system will run approximately $40,000 and will be different than the last
system. Mary Schultz of the CURC explained that we are moving to huge spotlights that light
the tower. This system will not be subject to damage by high winds or extreme heat and will
have a different type of control panel. Mary and Bob are working on a letter to ask for donations.
The spaghetti dinner, which takes place nine times per year, has been the mainstay of paying
for the lighted tower operation. Please come to the spaghetti dinner to support his cause. All
proceeds from the spaghetti dinner go back to the community. Volunteers are always needed to
put on the spaghetti dinners. Costs for lighting the tower have increased dramatically: what
used to be a $100 utility bill is now a $900 utility bill. CURC dues are used to cover many other
costs in the business district (snow removal, flower planting in the business district, litter
removal, parking lot lighting, etc.).

CDC Bike Fair

Teddy Morgan-Jablonsky gave an update on the community bike fair that the CDC conducted.
They gave away all the bike locks and gave away most of the helmets. Some bikes were given
away. They had a three-mile bike ride in the community.

Pumpkin Chuck Recap

Priscilla Elgersma and Margeaux Selig stated this was the most profitable Pumpkin Chuck to-
date, raising $5875.02. Priscilla gave shoutouts to her co-chair, Margeaux, for her invaluable
work; to Kristina Kew for preparing the financials; and to all the volunteers who made the
Pumpkin Chuck possible.

Julie Rimer made a motion to divide the Pumpkin Chuck profits between MWCC and SPAC
(Stanbery Park Advisory Council). Among the many things SPAC needs to fund are upgrades to
the trebuchets and events to activate the park. Matt Muscleman made a motion to approve
dividing the Pumpkin Chuck funds between MWCC and SPAC, seconded by Michael Gray, and
approved by all.

Bylaws

Our bylaws already include a non-discrimination clause, as required by the Invest in
Neighborhoods organization to apply for funds. Jaime Castle will apprise Elizabeth Bartley of
Invest in Neighborhoods of the fact that our bylaws already include a non-discrimination clause.

Mt. Washington Cares

Rick Meador passed out flyers with an update on all the organization has been doing.



Treasurer’s Report

Kristina Kew will be drafting a 2025 budget to be reviewed at the December 4 board meeting.
That proposed budget will be presented to the membership at the January 2025 general
membership meeting. Kristina Kew also provided the treasurer’s report for Julie Rimer made a
motion to approve the report, seconded by Priscilla Elgersma and approved by all. Kristina Kew
gave a shoutout to each person and organization who donated a total of $2300 to the Pumpkin
Chuck.

Announcements/Upcoming Events

Jaime reminded us all that we will need four new directors come January 2025. Please think
about running if you have the time to contribute to the board’s activities.

Good of the Order

Jaime Castle gave a shoutout to thank all the citizens who came to the meeting. Teddy Morgan-
Jablonsky gave a shoutout to all the people from the various organizations who came out to
address the community’s concerns. Julie Rimer gave a shoutout to Priscilla Elgersma and
Margeaux Selig for all they did to make this Pumpkin Chuck successful.

Adjournment
Jack Diesel made the motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at
8:51pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
MWCC Secretary



