VA

Mt. Washington Community Council

Board Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2024

Call to Order

A meeting of the MWCC board was held via Zoom on this day. Board members in attendance
included Jaime Castle, Kristina Kew, Rick Meador, Margeaux Selig, Michael Gray, and Karen Luken.
Absent: Julie Rimer, Priscilla Elgersma, Jack Diesel. Jaime Castle called the meeting to order at
7pm.

Margeaux made a motion to approve last month’s board meeting minutes, Karen seconded it, and
all approved.

Guest Speaker

Art Daniels joined the meeting to ask for a letter of support to the City of Cincinnati for an analysis
of the changes needed to make the intersection of Wayside and Salem safer. While the intersection
is in Anderson, control of that area is under the auspices of the City of Cincinnati.

Art stated the intersection of Wayside and Salem is treacherous since this intersection has two
blind curves that prevent a safe left turn onto Salem from Wayside. A serious accident occurred at
this intersection within the past month from fast traffic going northbound from Kellogg Avenue
approaching Wayside Avenue.

Art will come to the general membership meeting on October 16, 2024 to make a presentation. Julie
will prepare a letter requesting the City of Cincinnati engineers evaluate this intersection to see
what can be done to make it safer. The City of Cincinnati stated this request must come through the
local community council, which is why we are writing this letter. The letter will be sent if the
membership votes to approve it.

Karen suggested the City would be more likely to act if Art is able to show the residents in the area
share in this concern. Art will circulate a petition to send to the City.

Stanbery Park Campers:

Brooke Lipscombe is coming to our October general membership meeting so residents can talk
with her about the issues presented by the homeless in Stanbery Park. The problem keeps getting
bigger, especially since Kentucky’s new Safer Kentucky legislation was enacted. Jaime plans to
have Brooke and Officer Sellers address the membership as soon as the community reports are
given.



The homeless perceive Stanbery Park as a safe place to stay. They are also drawn to the area since
Mt. Washington has many other amenities that appeal to the homeless: St. Vincent de Paul,
Goodwill, SEM Pantry, and HealthSource.

Many of our current homeless have been offered free apartments but have declined them. They do
not want to leave the park because that is their community and they prefer to be around people that
are like them. The board discussed the fact that MWCC is limited in what it can do about this
growing problem, but acknowledged that, for many residents, Stanbery Park is considered an
unsafe place to go. For example, it is common to see twenty homeless people with all their
possessions (even mini fridges) living under the canopy of the Kyle Plush Pavilion. We now must
have a police presence at the movies in the park on Friday nights.

The question was raised whether the MWCC should write letters to the Ohio governor or other
appropriate administrators like the Cincinnati mayor, City Council, and the city manager to ask for
legislation like that which Kentucky passed in July. The current way of dealing with the homeless
has not resulted in any improvement in the situation. The current sequence is to call services
(Brooke Lipscombe). If Brooke cannot get the homeless to take advantage of the services (a
frequent outcome), the police put up a sign giving the homeless 72 hours to move their things. The
homeless just move their possessions to another area of the park and the problems continue.

A discussion ensued about what the MWCC could do to try to improve the situation including
finding out whether the Kyle Plush Pavilion might qualify as a memorial, installing security cameras,
etc. We concluded that there are many other stakeholders that should be helping.

Jaime stated Wendy Martin is our new neighborhood liaison officer. While Wendy cannot make it to
our October meeting, Jaime will see if she can getJan-Michele Lemon Kearney and Officer Sellers
to come to the October 16 general membership meeting.

Amend Bylaws

We must add a non-discrimination clause to our bylaws to receive NSP funds. The membership
must be notified 10 days prior to the vote to amend the bylaws, and we must also publish it on our
website. This amendment must be in place by February 2025 to qualify for next year’s NSP funds.

Jaime is fixing the format/font on our bylaws. The bylaws were last signed off on in 2019.

General Membership Meeting Agenda

Jaime will craft the agenda for the October 16 meeting and try to ensure that Officer Sellers and
Brooke Lipscombe are in front of the membership at the same time.

Gregory Kemper is coming from DOTE to tell us about a new EV station that is going in somewhere.

Pumpkin Chuck Update

Margeaux gave an update on the Pumpkin Chuck. Jim Tucker has reported that the targets will be
ready. A Cincinnati East side bluegrass/Americana band, the TyeDyes, will be playing at the
Pumpkin Chuck. We still need volunteers and sponsors. We want to encourage people to go directly
to the Pumpkin Chuck website to sponsor and volunteer. If you have any connections, please help
with getting sponsorships.



Margeaux needs the logo for the business that supplied the rebar so we can list them as a sponsor.

While we would like to get as much sponsorship money as possible, most of our revenue came
from pumpkins and beer last year. The sponsors donated about $1500.

Big Ash is not supplying the beer this year. Margeaux has been focusing on getting Dead Low or
Streetside Brewery to supply the beer. Jaime will provide a Rhinegeist contact. Worst case scenario,
we can just buy kegs of beer if we need to.

Kristina will need to know the prices we have set for all items the week of Pumpkin Chuck in order to
go to the bank in time. There is MWCC merchandise in our locker that can be sold at the Pumpkin
Chuck.

LaRosa’s will be at the Pumpkin Chuck providing pizza at very reasonable prices.

Margeaux said October 11 is the deadline for sponsors for print media. Jacob will finalize the
banner design and Rick will be making the banners at the library.

Michael Gray made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:52pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
Secretary



