
 

10/16/2024 Meeting Minutes  

Jaime Castle called the meeting to order at 7pm.  

Following the pledge of allegiance, Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board 
members present. Jaime Castle, Margeaux Selig, Michael Gray, Julie Rimer, Rick Meador, 
Jack Diesel, and Kristina Kew were in attendance. Absent: Karen Luken and Priscilla 
Elgersma. 

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes: Jack Diesel made a motion to approve the minutes, 
seconded by Michael Gray, and approved by all.  

Approval of Agenda: Julie Rimer made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by 
Kristina Kew, then approved by all.  

Community Reports  

Police report: Sgt. Sellers went over the Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report. You can 
find it at this link:   

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT_WASHINGTON.pdf  

Brooke Lipscombe, the city’s first contact with those who live outdoors, was supposed to attend 
tonight’s meeting and we had hoped she could answer questions alongside Sgt. Sellers. There 
has been a lot of concern among residents about problems, primarily in Stanbery Park, with 
unhoused people who have moved to Mt. Washington after Kentucky passed the Safer 
Kentucky legislation on July 15, 2024, essentially banning homelessness.  

Sgt. Sellers will be doing some late night Stanbery Park patrols to find people who are 
sleeping in the park after it is closed.  

Greg Courtney, a member of the Stanbery Park Advisory Council, expressed concern about 
the overnight campers setting fires to warm themselves. With all the dry leaves, it would not 
take much to have an aggressive fire that could cause severe damage to Stanbery Park.  

Julie Rimer read a draft of a letter to send to the administration of both St. Vincent de Paul and 
Goodwill to ask that they do everything possible to either secure the items in their outdoor 
storage areas or, ideally, keep nothing in those areas. Julie will ask an administrator from both 
companies to attend the November 20 meeting to address concerns. The unhoused people 
are dragging items from outdoor storage areas at both stores to Stanbery Park. The volume of 
items in the park resulted in the police spending a day removing three Rumpke dumpsters of 
debris from Stanbery Park. This was after the police had posted signs giving the people 72 



hours to remove their possessions. Many moved their possessions to other areas of the park. 
The influx of items into Stanbery Park creates an unsustainable situation because the City, 
Parks and volunteers do not have the manpower or resources to continually clean up this 
accumulation. A motion passed unanimously for Julie to send the letter.  

Fire report: The fire department was unable to attend.  

School report: Nikki Marksberry stated the Mt. Washington School choir will be singing from 
noon to 12:30pm at the Pumpkin Chuck. Nikki asked for volunteers to play board games with 
the students on Fridays between 2pm and 3:30pm. Ninety-one students have signed up to 
play board games.  

Rachel McKinney, representing Sands Montessori, told us about the Trunk or Treat event that 
will be held at Sands from 5:30pm to 7pm on Friday, October 25. All children are welcome, 
even if they do not attend Sands. Rachel said they have received positive feedback on the 
road mural that was recently painted in front of Sands in the hope of slowing traffic in that area, 
making it safer for students to cross the street.  

CRC (Cincinnati Rec Center): Jason said there will be a Trunk or Treat at the rec center on 
Tuesday, October 22, from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. They hope to have as many volunteers as 
possible bring candy to hand out. The rec center will be offering a day camp Thanksgiving 
week. There will be a fee for it. Jason asked if residents would be interested in participating in a 
luminary event on December 14 and by a show of hands, at least half the attendees were 
interested.  

MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation): While no one 
was at the meeting to represent the MWCURC, Jaime Castle said they are working to raise 
the funds to replace the water tower lights.  

MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation): Teddy Morgan-Jablonski 
brought handouts for a bike safety fair the CDC is offering on Saturday, October 26, from 1pm 
to 3pm in Stanbery Park. They will be doing simple bike repairs, inspections and helmet fitting 
for those under 14 years old. There will also be some free helmets, bike lights and locks 
available. For those who do not own a bike, there will be free bikes to borrow for the event. 
There will be a raffle to win a free bike.  

There will also be an e-recycling drop-off that runs concurrent with the bike safety fair. These 
items will be accepted: bike tires and inner tubes, light bulbs, household batteries, smoke 
detectors, phones, tablets, laptops, speakers, headphones, cables, chargers, cords, e-
cigarettes/vapes, electric toothbrushes, electric razors, electronic media (VHS, Beta, 8-track, 
cassette tapes, Reel to-Reel, floppy discs, CDs, DVDs), and dehumidifiers. 
 
SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council) report: Julie Rimer stated that SPAC, in conjunction 
with park naturalists and volunteers, will be removing non-native, invasive honeysuckle on 
Saturday, October 19, from 9am to noon. SPAC would be delighted to have volunteers at this 
event.  

Mt. Washington Cares: Rick Meador let all know that the DEA National Prescription Takeback 
Day will be held on October 26, 2024, from 10am to 2pm, in the HealthSource parking lot at 
6131 Campus Lane. HealthSource will be introducing residents to their new harm reduction 
vending machine.  



American Legion Post 484: Rick Meador said the American Legion Post 484 will conduction 
their annual turkey raffle at the American Legion on November 22. It is $1 per ticket or six 
tickets for $5. There will be fifteen turkeys raffled off.  

Pumpkin Chuck Update: Margeaux Selig gave the Pumpkin Chuck updates. Everything is in 
place, but we need more sponsors and more volunteers. Dead Low will provide the beer. 
Margeaux gave a shoutout to Jacob Meyer, president of HUMANfriend.digital who has 
designed the entire, amazing Pumpkin Chuck website. You can go to pumpkinchuck.org to sign 
up to be a volunteer or a sponsor.  

General Business  

Guest speakers from the Department of Transportation and Engineering: Greg Kemper and 
Chris Kelly are looking for a place in the Mt. Washington area to construct an EV charging 
station. The site should have four parking spaces that can be dedicated to charging stations, 
two parking spaces immediately available with two parking spaces available in the future. These 
charging stations will be level 3 fast-charging stations. They want the charging stations to be as 
close to the business district as possible. There are federal monies available for this project.  

Greg and Chris said they were told by the MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development 
Corporation) that the owners of Ramundo’s might be receptive to having the charging stations 
in their parking lot. Greg and Chris said they came to the MWCC meeting because they may 
ask for a letter of support somewhere down the line.  

A member suggested the McNicholas High School lot might be an option because it has many 
parking places and is so visible. Julie Rimer asked if the Mt. Washington Kroger might install 
EV  charging stations. She said they are already available two miles away at the Anderson 
Kroger. Those stations cost nothing for a customer to use and they are free to Kroger because 
the on-screen advertising pays for the units. Julie asked why someone would pay $30-$40 to 
charge their vehicle in Mt. Washington when they can drive two miles to charge it for free at the 
Anderson Kroger. Greg and Chris said they do not know how much it will cost to charge a 
vehicle at the Mt. Washington stations they are proposing. Julie said she and Karen Luken 
provided questions to Mike Siebert of the CDC about liability and other issues and they never 
received answers.  

Art Daniels made a presentation to the Mt. Washington Community Council Board of Directors 
on October 2, 2024. He stated the intersection of Wayside and Salem is treacherous since 
this intersection has two blind curves that prevent a safe left turn onto Salem from Wayside. 
Based on Art’s input, Julie Rimer drafted a letter of support for the City of Cincinnati to analyze 
the intersection of Wayside and Salem to see if there are ways to make this intersection safer. 
Meghan McNamara made a motion, Heid seconded it, and the membership voted unanimously 
to send the letter as written.  

Services Offered and Police Action regarding Homeless  

Kristen Bailey, owner of Sweets and Meats in Mt. Washington, gave her observations as a 
business owner regarding the unhoused. There has been a large influx of people from 
Kentucky. They are moving from place to place around Mt. Washington, but they are not 
leaving. As new people come in, they have brought more friends. There is a new, younger 
element of unhoused people who walk around with large backpacks.  

Some new people are aggressive and violent. For example, when the owners of a local 
business asked the “campers” to leave his property, they started hitting him. Some of the 



stores, such as Auto Zone, have experienced increased theft. Kristen’s employees are 
frightened taking out the trash at night and running into people who are shooting up. Gold 
Star is locking their bathrooms because people are using drugs in the bathrooms and breaking 
the toilets.  

People have provided videos to the police of these illegal activities, but the police cannot do 
anything about it unless they arrive while it is happening. Call 911 if you see an illegal 
activity occurring. Otherwise, citizens are supposed to continue to report problem activities 
through the 311 system.  

Kristen has been in touch with Brooke Lipscombe weekly, but nothing is improving. Continued 
activities like this may cause Mt. Washington to lose businesses. Kristen had to close her 
carryout business because people no longer felt safe using her carryout window. Kristen 
encourages everyone to be very vocal and vigilant about reporting these activities through 
311. When you call the police, you MUST ask them to make a report because they do not 
make a report unless you ask them. Kristen said she is open to any suggestions the 
community has.  

Kristen Bailey said the unhoused have been taking mounds of items from the St. Vincent de 
Paul and Goodwill storage bins and are selling these items. Julie Rimer read a draft of a letter 
that can be sent to the administrators of St. Vincent de Paul and Goodwill demanding that 
access to items in outdoor storage areas must be stopped. The city, Parks, and volunteers 
cannot continue to clean up this unending stream of items being stolen from these businesses 
and taken to Stanbery Park. Jaime Castle suggested we ask representatives from St. Vincent 
de Paul and Goodwill to address the membership at our November 20 meeting. Julie Rimer 
made a motion to send the letters which explain the problem and include an invitation to our 
next meeting. The motion was seconded by Jack Diesel and approved unanimously.  
 

Treasurer’s Report  

Kristina Kew presented the treasurer’s report. Julie Rimer made a motion to accept it, 
seconded by Margeaux Selig, then approved by all. 
 
Announcements/Upcoming Events  

Jaime Castle reminded all to vote, that election day is Tuesday, November 5. Early voting 
has already begun.  

Jaime reminded us all that we will need three new directors come January. Please let Jaime 
know if you are interested in joining the board.  

Good of the Order  

A shoutout was given to Jacob Meyer and Margeaux Selig for all they have done to plan the 
Pumpkin Chuck. Kristen Bailey gave a shoutout to Nikki Marksberry for all she does for 
schoolchildren and to thank her for all the community engagement meetings she goes to.  

Adjournment  

Jack Diesel made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 

8:15pm.  



Respectfully submitted,  

Julie Rimer   

MWCC Secretary 
 


