
MOUNT WASHINGTON
Mt. Washington Community Council

5/15/2024 Meeting Minutes

Jaime Castle, MWCC president, called the meeting to order at 7pm.

Following the pledge of allegiance, Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board
members present and they included Jaime Castle, Priscilla Elgersma, Jack Diesel, Rick Meador,
Kristina Kew, and Michael Gray. Absent: Julie Rimer, Margeaux Selig and Karen Luken.

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes: Jack Diesel made a motion to approve the minutes,
seconded by Nikki Marksbury and approved by all.

Approval of Agenda: Gary Noll made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Jack
Diesel, then approved by all.

Community Reports

The fire department was unable to attend.

Police report: Neighborhood officer Christine Berry told us there were no violent crimes, but
thefts have been increasing. You can find the latest Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report
at this link:

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT_WASHINGTON.pdf

The city is starting an initiative called FUSUS in which they are asking residents to register their
private cameras so footage can be uploaded to assist law enforcement. It will start in the next
30 to 90 days.

Mt. Washington School: Knights Fest was successful and free for everyone. There will be
summer programming at the school on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays. Nikki Marksbury
will send details about the summer program to Jaime Castle.

Sands Montessori will have a field day this Friday.

CRC: The summer staff is in place. After Memorial Day, the rec center will be closing at 8 p.m.
The rec center has some new workout equipment. The rec center pool will open June 3rd and
will be open through August 10.

Jim Tucker spoke on behalf of the MWCDC, the Mt. Washington Community Development
Corporation. They submitted for a Seeds of Change grant for bike racks and a bike safety event
they would like to do in conjunction with Mt. Washington School and Sands Montessori. They



said the Ice and Beer has requested a zoning variance related to the store’s windows. They
were granted a Quick Strike grant but cannot share the details yet. They have applied for a
couple of other grants, one of them to improve the safety of the intersection of Beechmont and
Mears.

Bob Wetterer of the MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation)
asked for volunteers for the July 3rd parade. The next spaghetti dinner is June 8. The tower
lights will not be covered by the warranty, but the manufacturer said they will offer a big discount
on the price of replacement lights.

Bob asked the membership to approve spending an extra $360 to pay Must Landscaping for all
the landscaping they did at the Welcome Sign. Gary Noll made a motion to transfer $360 from
Tom Roth beautification to Must Landscaping for the work that was done on the Welcome Sign
landscaping. The motion was seconded by Jack Diesel and approved by the membership. We
are grateful that Keith of You Nique Hair Salon bought flowers and planted the pots and the area
around the trees as a gift to the community. Emmy, of the Potted Palm, assisted him.

Priscilla Elgersma of SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council) stated the Madcap Puppets and
Zak Morgan will be at Stanbery Park this Saturday. My Why Mobile Produce Market will be
providing bags of produce for $20 per bag, but you will be given a bag if you cannot afford it.

Rick Meador of the Mt. Washington Cares Coalition said there is nothing new to report.

American Legion: Rick Meador said the American Legion donated $1380 to the May We Help
organization. They also donated $800 to The Cure Starts Now. The second Sunday of every
month the American Legion is hosting big band music from 6pm to 8pm.

Sands Montessori asked for a letter of support from MWCC to paint a mural in front of Sands
Montessori to help calm traffic and keep students safe when crossing in front of the school. Nikki
Marksbury made a motion to have a mural painted in front of Sands Montessori, seconded by
Bob Wetterer, and passed by the membership.

There will be a community cleanup organized by MWCC board member Margeaux Selig. It will
be held this Saturday from 10:30 – 12:30pm. Please meet at Stanbery Park to pick up supplies.

General Business

June and August MWCC Meetings: The June and August meetings will be held at 6pm, not
7pm, due to the early closing of the rec center. We do not have a general membership meeting
in July. In June, we will meet on June 18, Tuesday, at 6pm. Our normal meeting day would be
on June 19, but that is the day Juneteenth will be celebrated and the rec center will be closed.

Connected Communities zoning overhaul proposal: The membership voted to write a letter to
city council and the mayor opposing the Connected Communities zoning proposal at this time
for the following reasons:

● lack of communication with Mt. Washington residents.
● no guarantee of affordable housing or increase of home ownership in new zoning code

areas.



● no plans in place to monitor out-of-state developers whose primary motive is to profit, not
to build communities.

Julie Rimer will write the letter and send it to all city council members and the mayor.

Traffic calming: Jaime drafted a letter from MWCC based on the motion approved at the last
membership meeting asking DOTE to evaluate potential traffic calming measures for Mt.
Washington.

Treasurer’s Report

Kristina Kew will bring the treasurer’s reports for this month and next month to next month’s
meeting for approval. Kristina Kew will invest a portion of the MWCC funds in a CD as soon as
possible.

Announcements/Upcoming Events

Bob Wetterer emphasized the need for parade volunteers.

Good of the Order

Jaime Castle gave a big shoutout to Margeaux for arranging the upcoming cleanup event.

Adjournment

Priscilla made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Diesel. The meeting was adjourned at
8:24pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer (with much gratitude to Priscilla Elgersma who took notes during the meeting)
MWCC Secretary


