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Mt. Washington Community Council

9/18/2024 Board Meeting Minutes

Jaime Castle called the meeting to order at 7pm. She established that we had a quorum: Jaime
Castle, Karen Luken, Julie Rimer, Margeaux Selig, Rick Meador, Jack Diesel, and Kristina Kew were
present. Absent: Michael Gray and Priscilla Elgersma.

Following the pledge of allegiance, Jack Diesel made a motion to approve last month’s minutes,
seconded by Deb Lopez, and approved by all.

Karen Luken made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Margeaux Selig, and
approved by all.

Community Reports

Police report: Sargeant Linda Sellers is acting as our temporary neighborhood liaison officer. Our
next liaison officer should start working in Mt. Washington near the beginning of October. Sgt.
Sellers’ contact information is linda.sellers@cincinnati-oh.gov and her phone number is 513-979-
4470. She asked that we please leave her a message if we call her phone.

Sgt. Sellers said there has been an influx of homeless people into Mt. Washington since Kentucky
outlawed homelessness. Here is the legislative change that was made in Kentucky:

The Safer Kentucky Act, which went into effect on July 15, 2024, makes it illegal to sleep or camp in
public areas in Kentucky, which some say criminalizes homelessness. The law makes repeat
camping in public areas a misdemeanor, with penalties of up to $250 in fines, up to 90 days in

jail, or both.

Sgt. Sellers said the “hot pocket” in Mt. Washington right now is Stanbery Park, which is not a new
issue, but there has been a recent influx of homeless people into Stanbery Park which is partly due
to Kentucky outlawing homelessness. Sargeant Sellers said at least two of Stanbery Park’s most
recent homeless people have come from Kentucky. She said when new homeless people come to
an area, they are looking for heavily wooded areas in which they can set up tents. Mt. Washington is
popular because she said Stanbery Park has heavily wooded areas, the people are nice, and a lot of
places hand out free things.

Sgt. Sellers said Cincinnati has changed how it deals with the homeless. It used to be that a citizen
could call the police about an issue with the homeless. A neighborhood officer would come out, try
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to get the homeless person to leave the park, cite them if they were doing something illegal, take
them to jail, stop them from setting up in the park, etc.

Now, however, Cincinnati has a resource unit - called ARC (Alternative Response to Crisis) and
PATH (Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness) - that will come out to offer the
homeless resources. In order to report the homeless to 311, there must be an encampment. There
has to be a tent or some evidence that someone is sleeping in the park. After receiving an
encampment notice, one or two people will come out from the resource unit and offer services to
the homeless. The homeless have the right to refuse the services. The police cannot get involved
until the resource unit has come out and offered the homeless services.

Sgt. Sellers said the biggest issue is that the homeless are in the park at night and there is no one
there to report them being there. People are getting frustrated that they have called the police
about homeless issues, but the police cannot come out until the resource unit offers them
services. You can call the police directly if you see a homeless person committing a crime.

The police recently removed three truckloads of debris that the homeless amassed from Stanbery
Park, taking six hours to remove the debris. The debris was thrown away. The encampment was the
size of a three-bedroom apartment. Many of the items are dragged over from the outdoor storage
bins at St. Vincent de Paul and Goodwill, which the homeless people break into at night.

The homeless get upset when the police take the items in the park away. The police post a notice
that the items will be hauled away at a certain day/time. Many of the homeless fill shopping carts
with the things they most want before the police clear the area.

The police cut down some of the brush near the most recent encampment so they can better see if
the homeless are setting up a new encampment. The police also removed debris from behind the
shelter area and in back of the Mt. Washington welcome sign.

There have been calls about the homeless publicly urinating, consuming alcohol, and using drugs
during the Friday night movie in the park events. Sgt. Sellers arranged her schedule so she could
work the Friday night movie of September 19.

Fire report: The fire department was unable to attend.

School report: Nikki Marksberry of Mt. Washington School said Cincinnati Public Schools is inviting
parents, community organizations, and others to a community conversation on Tuesday, October
1, from 6 to 7:30pm at the Board of Education on Burnet Avenue. School safety, threats, and
student behavior will be discussed.

Rachel McKinney, a Sands Montessori parent, will be attending MWCC meetings until Sands has a
resource coordinator. Sands will have a fundraiser at Oktoberfest with a beer booth. They will be



hosting a Trunk or Treat event at the school on October 25. Sands Montessori painted a street
traffic calming mural recently. Sands now has four applicants for crossing guards.

CRC (Cincinnati Rec Center): Jason said students can come to the rec center after school ends and
stay until 5pm. From 5:30pm to 7:30pm, Monday through Friday, there is a daily teen program. The
rec center has started a program for homeschooled children, a gym program from 12:30pm to
2:30pm. The program is $30/child. The rec center will host a Trunk or Treat event on October 22
from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. Please arrive at the rec center to set up between 6pm and 6:15pm.

MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation): Bob Wetterer
reminded all that the next spaghetti dinner will be on Saturday, October 12, at American Legion
Post 484. The meal costs $9, but they are asking those who can afford it, to please pay $10. The
extra money helps fund increases new lighting for the water tower. The CURC is working with
engineers to get spotlights on the water tower. Bob will no longer coordinate the Holiday Walk. No
one has volunteered to take over coordinating the event.

MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation): Jim Tucker said a bike safety
event will be held on October 26 from 1pm to 3pm in the Stanbery Park parking lot using funding
from the CDC’s Seeds of Change grant. The CDC will give out free bike locks and helmets and will
be raffling off some bikes. The CDC will be installing bike racks in Stanbery Park, the library, and
throughout the business district. The Cincinnati Recycling and Reuse Hub will be accepting a
limited number of items at this event.

SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council) report: Priscilla Elgersma is traveling, so could not give an
update. There is a movie in the park this Friday. Please follow Stanbery Park on Facebook for
upcoming events.

American Legion Post 484: Rick Meador said that there will be a band at the American Legion on
9/26 from 7pm to 10pm to raise money for The Dragonfly Foundation which helps families who
have children with cancer. The legion’s recent fundraiser for Mt. Washington School raised $1500.

Pumpkin Chuck update: Margeaux Selig said the main need now is to obtain sponsorships for the
Pumpkin Chuck. There is a tiered program with four levels for sponsorships. You can find
information about how to sponsor the Pumpkin Chuck on the Pumpkin Chuck website. We are still
waiting on the liquor permit.

General Business

Tom Brinkman, guest speaker: Tom Brinkman came to talk about a property tax initiative on which
he is working. The money for the railroad sale is invested, but city leaders have not said how they
plan to spend the money. Tom is a member of a group called Hamilton County Property Owners
Association. Tom is seeking signatures on petitions to put an issue on the ballot that would
designate $600 million of the railroad sales to pay the city portion of property taxes for people who
live in the city limits. The city portion is about 18% of each individual’s property tax. This abatement
will be especially important to help seniors who need property tax abatement to be able to afford to
stay in their homes. The group is trying to get 8786 validated signatures to get this issue on the
ballot.



HealthSource and Mt. Washington Cares: Kaitlin and Logan, HealthSource employees, addressed
the membership to tell everyone about the new harm reduction vending machine that will be
installed at HealthSource. Rick Meador let all know that the DEA National Prescription Takeback
Day will be held on October 26, 2024, from 10am to 2pm, in the HealthSource parking lot at 6131
Campus Lane.

Community Budget Requests:

Mike Sieber’s planned CBR, which involved replacing the business district lamppost tops and lights
between Crestview and Campus Lane with brighter lights to deter crime, is already funded and will
be completed in the next couple of months.

Margeaux Selig will be submitting CBRs for two projects: 1) banners for the business district to be
hung on city-owned poles, and 2) pool furniture for the Mt. Washington Rec Center.

Priscilla Elgersma and Julie Rimer will be submitting a Stanbery Park CBR for interpretive trail signs.
These signs will be located along the park’s most popular trail, the Shoop Trail. The signs will have
photographs and information about such important features as the park’s geological and Native
American history; native trees, shrubs and wildflowers; and non-native, invasive plants that
threaten the native vegetation. The signs will also have QR codes that can be scanned to learn
much more information about the park, including how to volunteer.

The membership unanimously agreed through a hand vote that the CBRs that should be submitted
to the city include the above three projects: business district banners for lamp posts, pool furniture
for the Mt. Washington Rec Center pool, and interpretive signs for Stanbery Park.

Board of Directors 2025-2027 Recruitment: Jaime Castle stated that she, Kristina Kew, and Michael
Gray’s terms will end at the end of 2024. She encouraged anyone who was willing to run for the
board to please let her know.

Treasurer’s Report

Kristina Kew presented the treasurer’s report. Julie Rimer made a motion to accept it, seconded by
Margeaux Selig, then approved by all.

Good of the Order

Karen Luken gave a shoutout to Julie Rimer and Bob Wetterer for the beautiful flowers in the
business district. Deb Lopez thanked all who came out for Forcht Bank’s 9/11 memorial service.
Nikki Marksberry thanked HealthSource for providing dental care for students with their mobile
dental service.

Adjournment
Jack Diesel made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
MWCC Secretary



