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Mt. Washington Community Council

8/21/2024 Meeting Minutes

Priscilla Elgersma, board member, called the meeting to order at 6:05pm because Jaime Castle,
MWCC president, was stuck in traffic and arrived a few minutes later.

Following the pledge of allegiance, Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board members
present. Jaime Castle, Priscilla Elgersma, Margeaux Selig, Julie Rimer, Rick Meador, and Kristina
Kew were in attendance. Karen Luken attended via Facebook. Jack Diesel arrived near the end of
the meeting. Absent: Michael Gray.

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes: Rick Meador made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded
by Gary Noll, and approved by all.

Approval of Agenda: Margeaux Selig made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by
Priscilla Elgersma, then approved by all.

Community Reports

Police report: Neighborhood officer Christine Berry did not have the latest crime statistics, but
asked if she could answer any questions. Young vandals broke the windows of Chipotle with an air
soft gun. Wendy’s employees scared them off. The youths have not been identified yet.

You can call to report a homeless camp on the 311 app.
You can find the latest Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report at this link:

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT_WASHINGTON. pdf

Fire report: The fire department was unable to attend.

School report: Nikki Marksberry asked the community to have patience with traffic issues near Mt.
Washington School as they incorporate all the K through 8 students from Riverside Academy. Nikki
said the school district desperately needs substitute teachers. The school will soon have a facility
dog.

CRC (Cincinnati Rec Center): Jason said the before and after school programs are full. Children can
come to the rec center after school ends and stay until 5pm for only a $2/year membership. There
will be a preschool tumbling program (ages 3 to 5) on Fridays from 1pm to 2pm. Please contact the
rec center if you want to enroll a child. The rec center would appreciate anyone who wants to buy


https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT_WASHINGTON.pdf

and hand out candy at the rec center’s Halloween Trunk or Treat event on October 22 from 6:30pm
to 7:30pm. Please arrive at the rec center to set up between 6pm and 6:15pm. Starting September
1, 2024, the rec center will return to longer hours and be open until 9pm.

MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation) reminded all that the
next spaghetti dinner will be on Saturday, September 14, at American Legion Post 484. Volunteers
are always needed and will be given a free meal. If you can help, please contact Bob Wetterer by
email at bwetterer@comey.com or call or text him at 513-884-8326.

MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation): Mike Sieber said the former Ice
and Beer store is doing a white box renovation. Katie Stefani is managing the CDC’s Seeds of
Change grant and is working with the local schools to create a bike safety event.

SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council) report: Priscilla Elgersma stated that some SPAC board
members worked with Stanbery Park naturalists today to remove invasive bush honeysuckle. There
will be another bush honeysuckle removal event in October, date to be determined. SPAC will be
looking for volunteers for this event.

Please refer to SPAC’s Facebook page to see upcoming events. The Sunburners band will be
playing on Friday, September 6 at 6:30pm. SPAC will be showing movies on September 13 and
September 20. Please come to the Oblitterators event in Stanbery Park on Sunday, September 15,
atnoon to help clean up litter. All supplies will be provided.

Mt. Washington Cares: Rick Meador let all know that the DEA National Prescription Takeback Day
will be held on October 26, 2024, from 10am to 2pm, in the HealthSource parking lot at 6131
Campus Lane.

American Legion Post 484: Rick Meador said that there will be a band at the American Legion
tomorrow night at 7pm. All proceeds raised will go to Mt. Washington School. Post 484 will match
all cash donations.

Mt. Washington Cemetery Association: Julie Rimer, volunteer caretaker of the Mt. Washington
Cemetery, thanked the American Legion Post 484. Valerie Ratchford and Julie made a presentation
about a shattered Civil War headstone that Val has spent months removing. The headstone was
immediately adjacent to another broken headstone the family placed there for John A. Bogart. The
headstones were broken by the roots of an ash tree which has since died due to the emerald ash
borer and been removed. Valerie has ordered a replacement Civil War headstone. It will be costly
to hire out setting the new headstone and reinforcing the main Bogart family headstone which is
leaning. For these projects, the American Legion, the Sons of the American Legion, and the
American Legion Women’s Auxiliary all made very generous contributions to the cemetery
association totaling $1900. The Mt. Washington Cemetery, which was formerly abandoned and has
been run by volunteers for forty years, is so grateful for the American Legion’s extraordinary
altruism.

Pumpkin Chuck Update: The Pumpkin Chuck will be fully ADA accessible this year thanks to the
presence of a mobile ADA restroom that will be on-site for the event. Jacob Meyer has done an



amazing job of creating the website for the Pumpkin Chuck. Every other element of Pumpkin Chuck
planning is on schedule. You can go to pumpkinchuck.org to sign up to be a volunteer.

General Business

Guest speakers: Brian Jones of the Metropolitan Sewer District is getting the word out about an
MSD assistance program that can save a resident 25% on the sewer portion of the water bill. To
qualify, you must be over 65, be a homeowner, live in the MSD service area, and earn less than
$36,800. To learn more, go to www.msdgc.org and scroll down to the Customer Assistance
Program or call 513-244-1300 and press option 1.

Virginia Tallent is currently an Assistant City Manager for the City of Cincinnati who is running for
judge. She began her career at the Legal Aid Society. To date, she has supported residents’ efforts
to organize, sued problem property owners, and closed problem liquor establishments, to name a
few of her accomplishments. You can find out more about her at https://tallentforjudge.com/meet-
virginia-tallent. She and Bernard Moody, another of today’s guests, will be running for judge of

the Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas General Division in Ohio. There are two openings and
five candidates.

Bernard Mundy has been practicing for nearly 30 years as a criminal defense attorney advocating
for the most marginalized in our society. He would like to add his voice and experience to the power
structure in Hamilton County to ensure equal justice for all. He has frequently represented indigent
dependents and has insights that are not fully represented in the current Common Pleas Court.
One of his intended areas of focus is recidivism reduction. You can find more about him at
https://www.judicialvotescount.org/find-your-candidates/2022-general/hamilton/bernard--

mundy-2300/

MWCC Meeting Yard Signs: Jaime Castle has designed flyers and yard signs that will notify the
community of MWCC meetings in the hope of getting greater community participation.

Community Budget Requests: Margeaux Selig introduced five CBRs to the membership. They
included banners for the business district to be hung on city-owned poles; a programmable LED
welcome sign that can make the community more aware of Mt. Washington events; a permanent
traffic calming device near the levy that could notify all that there is reduced speed ahead or the
installation of raised/cushioned crosswalks; stamped concrete for the medians near the levy; and
pool furniture for the Mt. Washington Rec Center.

Mike Sieber’s CBR involves replacing the 36 business district lampposts between Crestview and
Campus Lane with lampposts that have brighter lights to deter crime. Some concern was
expressed about how bright/harsh the lights will be. Mike said we would be giving up the current,
more aesthetic lampposts for a brighter white, more illuminating lights.

Priscilla Elgersma and Julie Rimer presented a Stanbery Park CBR for interpretive trail signs. These
signs will be located along the park’s most popular trail, the Shoop Trail. The signs will have
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photographs and information about such important features as the park’s geological and Native
American history; native trees, shrubs and wildflowers; and non-native, invasive plants that
threaten the native vegetation. The signs will also have QR codes that can be scanned to learn
much more information about the park, including how to volunteer. Stanbery Park is currently
visited by over 1,000 school children per year. The interpretive signs will help educate and engage
the community.

Jaime Castle tested out a program called Mentimeter at tonight’s meeting. The members ranked
the seven projects on their phone and the program tallied the votes. In tonight’s vote, the top three
projects, from most popular to least, were the Stanbery Park interpretive signs, the lamppost
replacements with brighter lights, and the business district banners. The program produced very
rapid results and will be used to rank the projects at next month’s membership meeting when we
take the official vote on which three CBRs to submit to the City of Cincinnati. You must be a
member to vote at next month’s meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Kristina Kew presented the treasurer’s report. Julie Rimer made a motion to accept it, seconded by
Rick Meador, then approved by all.

Announcements/Upcoming Events

Deb Lopez of Forcht Bank stated the bank will be holding a patriot day on September 11 to honor all
of those lost heroes and those who are still serving our country.

Good of the Order

Kristina Kew gave a shoutout to Nikki Marksberry and all the teachers and administrators at Mt.
Washington School for holding everything together during the incorporation of Riverside Academy
students. Jaime Castle thanked everyone who had done the work to propose community budget
request projects.

Adjournment
Kristina Kew made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 7:26pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
MWCC Secretary



