
 

 

 
MOUNT WASHINGTON 

Mt. Washington Community Council 

4/17/2024 Meeting Minutes 

 

Jaime Castle, MWCC president, called the meeting to order at 7pm. 

Rick Meador led us in reciting the pledge of allegiance. 

Roll Call: Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board members present and they 
included Jaime Castle, Rick Meador, Kristina Kew, Michael Gray, Margeaux Selig, Julie 
Rimer, and Karen Luken via Facebook. Absent: Priscilla Elgersma is out of the country. Jack 
Diesel was absent. 

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes: Gary Noll made a motion to approve the minutes, 
seconded by Rick Meador and approved by all.  

Approval of Agenda: Julie Rimer made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by 
Bob Wetterer, then approved by all. 

Community Reports 

Firehouse Station 7 firefighter, Josh Knoechel, said there were 140 total runs last month, 
with 15 percent fire runs and 85 percent EMS runs.  

Officer Barry, our neighborhood liaison officer, reviewed the latest crime report. There were 
no violent crimes. There were three burglaries and one car was stolen. Kroger caught a 
large financial crime that was being committed. Deb Lopez of Forcht Bank let the 
community know there are counterfeit one-hundred-dollar bills being circulated. You can 
find the latest Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report at this link:  

https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-
oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT_WASHINGTON.pdf 

Amy O’Meara of Mt. Washington School told us the school carnival will be May 9 from 
5:30pm to 7pm. They welcome volunteers. Mt. Washington School is presently enrolling 
students in their kindergarten and pre-school programs. 

While there was no representative from Sands Montessori at the meeting, we were 
reminded that Sands welcomes volunteers on a drop-in basis to work with the students on 
their math skills. All materials are provided to volunteers. 



 

 

Jason Richards, director of the Mt. Washington Recreation Center, stated the CRC pool will 
open on time. They are still looking for a few lifeguards who must be 15 years old or older 
and the pay is $16/hour.  

Bob Wetterer of the MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment 
Corporation) reminded all that the next spaghetti dinner will be held on May 4 from 4pm to 
7pm. Following that, there will be a spaghetti dinner on June 8, but no dinners will be held 
in July or August.  

Bob Wetterer needs volunteers to help with the July 3 parade. If you can volunteer, please 
contact Bob Wetterer by email at bwetterer@comey.com or call or text him at 513-884-
8326. 

There were no updates from the MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development 
Corporation). 

Priscilla Elgersma of SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council) is out of the country. SPAC has 
been working on planning summer events.  

Rick Meador of the Mt. Washington Cares Coalition said April 27 is the DEA drug takeback 
event. This year it will be in Anderson township at the Anderson Center at 7850 Five Mile 
Road from 10am to 2pm. No liquids, needles or syringes will be accepted. This takeback 
event will be run by the Hamilton County Sheriff’s office. There is a drug drop-off box at the 
District 2 police station at 3295 Erie Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45208 which is open every day.  

Rick Meador also informed us of the fact that there were thirty emergency room visits in 
45230 and 24 emergency room visits in 45244 due to drug overdoses. While overdose 
deaths in the city of Cincinnati are down 8%, that is still too high. Seventy-seven percent of 
the overdoses involve Fentanyl. You can get free fentanyl test kits from the Hamilton 
County Health Department. Text 22999 to order a kit. 

Glen Johnson, drill sergeant for the American Legion Post 484, told us they elected a new 
commander. He also told us about the legion’s sponsorship of the Boys State and Girls 
State program which will be held at Miami University this year.  

Rick Meador, a member of American Legion Post 484, told us of a fundraising event for the 
“May We Help?” organization on April 25. There will be great music and food provided by 
That Guy’s Barbeque. Please come out to support a great cause. The second Monday of 
every month from 6pm to 9pm, the legion hosts big band music, a 16-piece group with a 
female vocalist. That Guy’s Barbeque provides food for the event.  

Post 484 puts out a newsletter. A UC professor of journalism who is a veteran writes the 
newsletter which is on Post 484’s Facebook page.  

Margeaux Selig, co-chair of the Pumpkin Chuck, gave an update on the Pumpkin Chuck 
Committee. They have confirmed that Raptor Inc. will be at the event. Raptor Inc. is a local 



 

 

non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of birds of prey. They are waiting for 
Parks to confirm the special use permit. They have contacted the Parks’ volunteer 
coordinator to sign up UC students for the Pumpkin Chuck. There will be monthly meetings 
for Pumpkin Chuck volunteers starting in May. The meetings will be held one hour before 
the monthly MWCC meetings.  

Kristin Bailey, owner of Sweets & Meats Barbeque, thanked everyone for their support. 
They are celebrating their ten-year anniversary this year. They have leased the former 
Scotty’s Garage for office and storage space. They have also signed a deal with Children’s 
Hospital to open a dine-in facility. Sweets & Meats Barbeque currently has twenty 
employees and they are looking to add fifteen more. They offer medical, dental and life 
insurance for full-time employees. They love working with teachers who are off during the 
summers to help with catering events. 

General Business 

Speed Cushion Location 

The city is asking all the neighborhoods to select one location where they would like to 
have speed bumps. There is no guarantee the city will put in speed bumps in the area we 
select because we are competing with other communities who also want speed bumps. 
The site must have a minimum of 5,000 cars that travel it daily, which means that only 
Beechmont, Sutton and Corbly qualify as potential speed bump sites.  

There is already a plan to install speed bumps on Corbly near Sands Montessori this year.  

The city will rank the suggestions from all neighborhoods based on the number of 
pedestrian crashes within a quarter-mile area, the number of cars speeding in a 24-to-48-
hour assessment period, and the proximity to the business district, schools, parks, etc. 
After much discussion of eight potential sites, the greatest number of votes was for 
Beechmont Avenue near Plaza. Gary Noll made a motion to choose this location, 
seconded by Bob Wetterer, then approved by all. 

Community Cleanup 

Margeaux Selig is organizing a community cleanup for Mt. Washington in partnership with 
Keep Cincinnati Beautiful on May 18. Please meet at 10:30am in Stanbery Park. We will 
work until 12:30pm. 

Connected Communities 

Jaime read a few points of the mayor’s zoning change program that is called Connected 
Communities. The mayor has said he is trying to increase the housing stock in Cincinnati 
by changing single family zoning to allow multi-family housing. For new apartments of ten 
units or less near the business district, no off-street parking will be required. For new multi-
family housing of 2,3 or 4 units, no off-street parking will be required. Please Google 



 

 

Connected Communities for more information on these zoning changes. There will be a 
meeting on May 17 at 9am in city council chambers to discuss these changes. Please 
email the mayor and city council with your opinions and questions. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Kristina Kew gave the treasurer’s report. Julie Rimer made a motion to approve it, 
seconded by Rick Meador and approved by all.  

Announcements/Upcoming Events 

Good of the Order 

Bob Wetterer thanked Karen Luken and Julie Rimer for all their research and questions on 
the proposed EV charging station.  

Julie Rimer thanked Margeaux Selig for planning the upcoming clean up day for our 
community and for being co-chair of the Pumpkin Chuck. As a new board member, she has 
already assumed a lot of responsibility.  

Rick Meador thanked the McNick High School students who volunteered their time to make 
the American Legion Post 484 Fish Fry so successful.  

Kristen Bailey thanked everyone for being so welcoming and engaged at the MWCC 
meetings. 

Adjournment 

Bob Wetterer made a motion to adjourn, Michael Gray seconded it, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:20pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Rimer 
MWCC Secretary 

 


