MA

Mt. Washington Community Council

6/18/2024 Meeting Minutes

Jaime Castle, MWCC president, called the meeting to order at 6pm.

Following the pledge of allegiance, Jaime Castle made sure we had a quorum of board members
present. Jaime Castle, Jack Diesel, Rick Meador, Karen Luken, and Michael Gray were in
attendance. Absent: Julie Rimer, Kristina Kew, and Priscilla Elgersma.

Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes: Rick Meador made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded
by Jack Diesel and approved by all.

Approval of Agenda: Karen Luken made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Michael
Gray, then approved by all.

Community Reports

Police report: Neighborhood officer Christine Berry provided the latest crime statistics. Thefts from
autos and stolen cars continue to be problematic. Please make sure you leave nothing in your car
and keep your car locked. The Department of Buildings and Inspections has found multiple zoning
violations at Scott’s Auto and Service at 2303 Beechmont of which they will be making the police
aware.

You can find the latest Mt. Washington Neighborhood Crime Report at this link:
https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MOUNT_WASHINGTON. pdf
The fire department was unable to attend.

There was no one to represent the schools, but Jaime suggested anyone needing updates about Mt.
Washington School and Sands Montessori should check their Facebook pages.

CRC (Cincinnati Rec Center): They are a few weeks into their summer program. Pool usage is up.
The rec center is acting as a cooling center for the community due to high temperatures. If you
know of anyone who needs a cool place to rest and water to drink, you can direct them to the rec
center which is open from 7am to 8pm.

MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation) update: Parade is July
3 at 6pm. Dogs are welcome if on a leash. Post 484 will have hot dogs. Julie Rimer and Vicki Monroe
will be the grand marshals of the parade.



The MWCDC (Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation) got their Seeds of Change
grant approved. It involves bike safety for children and new bike racks for the community. They will
be working with Mt. Washington School and Sands Montessori to create a bike safety event.

SPAC (Stanbery Park Advisory Council) report: Marc Raab said the planned park events are in full
swing. There has been a concert and a children’s event, both of which were well-attended. Each
park event included a mobile produce vendor, My Why Mobile Produce Market. They provide bags of
produce for $20 per bag, but you will be given a bag for free if you cannot afford it. Summer camp at
the park just wrapped up and was successful.

Rick Meador of the Mt. Washington Cares Coalition said Hamilton County Public Health has a QR
code you can scan to find out what to do if you find a discarded syringe. Rick passed out flyers with
the information. You can scan in the GPS of the syringe you find and Hamilton County Public Health
will come pick up the syringe within 24 hours.

American Legion Post 484: Rick Meador said that, over the past 17 months, the American Legion
donated $86,500 to various causes to help the community. Post 484 just gave away eleven $1000
scholarships to high school seniors. They have donated to many other community causes including
security at the Mt. Washington Cemetery, improvements at the Mt. Washington school library, and a
$500 Pumpkin Chuck scholarship. There will be a charity concert at the legion to support the Tender
Mercies charity in June. Please refer to the American Legion Post 484 Facebook page for updates.

Pumpkin Chuck Update: Margeaux Selig stated the Pumpkin Chuck website and vendor’s list are
being finalized. Every other element of Pumpkin Chuck planning is on schedule. You can go to
pumpkinchuck.org to sign up to be a volunteer.

General Business

Traffic Calming: Guest Rob Hayes reminded the membership that the membership had voted to
eventually send a letter from MWCC to the DOTE to evaluate speeds, safety, and potential traffic
calming measures for Mt. Washington on Beechmont Avenue between Berkshire and Mears. Since
that meeting a few months ago, Joann Kavanaugh and Rob Hayes have secured additional letters of
support for this endeavor from Guardian Angels and McNicholas High School, letters which were
sent directly to DOTE. Rob came to the meeting to answer any questions from the community.
MWCC membership voted to send that letter to DOTE.

Community Budget Request: Our community has the opportunity to make a Community Budget
Request. CBRs are for one-time expenditures that benefit a community. They cannot involve on-
going maintenance. A couple of ideas that were mentioned included a welcome sigh on Beechmont
Avenue, where Beechmont transitions from Anderson to Mt. Washington, the south side of the
neighborhood business district. We already have a welcome sign on the north side of the business
district. Another idea was to have a permanent electronic sign that shows the speed you are driving
on Beechmont.

Community Cleanup: Margeaux Seling spearheaded a successful community cleanup on May 18
that resulted in the collection of ten full bags of trash and five full bags of recycling.



Seeds of Change Grant: Marc Raab and Priscilla Elgersma wrote a grant request which Karen Luken
edited and improved. The request resulted in obtaining a Seeds of Change grant. Rain barrels will be
added to the park, community garden, and the cemetery. We will have a new compost bin and
teach residents about composting. We will also be using some of the grant money to purchase
compostable materials for the food vendors at Pumpkin Chuck and we will be hiring a company
who will collect these materials for composting.

Treasurer’s Report

Kristina Kew could not attend the meeting tonight, but she wanted everyone to know that she did
invest $18,000 in a CD that earns 4%. We still have $9,000 in the checking account.

Announcements/Upcoming Events
Duke Energy will be checking gas meters in our community.
Good of the Order

Jaime Castle gave a shoutout to Margeaux Selig for arranging the successful neighborhood cleanup
event and to Marc Raab, Priscilla Elgersma, and Karen Luken for obtaining a Seeds of Change grant.
Rick Meador gave a shoutout to Marc Raab and his son, Carter, for replacing a garden bed in the
community garden. Karen Luken gave Julie Rimer a shoutout for weeding the garden at Tom Roth
Place.

Adjournment
Rick Meador made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 6:46pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
MWCC Secretary



