VA

Mt. Washington Community Council

Board Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2024

Welcome and Call to Order

A meeting of the MWCC board was held via Zoom on this day. Jaime called the meeting to order at 7pm.

Roll Call and Determination of a Quorum

Board members in attendance were Jaime Castle, Rick Meador, Margeaux Selig, Karen Luken, Kristina
Kew, Priscilla Elgersma, and Julie Rimer. Michael Gray and Jack Diesel were absent.

Adoption of the Agenda

Julie made a motion to approve the meeting agenda, Karen seconded, and the meeting agenda was
approved.

Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Board Meeting and the Meeting Before That

Rick made a motion to approve the minutes of the June and August board meetings, Karen seconded,
and the minutes were approved.

Guest Speakers

HealthSource employees, Logan Graham and Caitlin Donohoe, stated they have received funding to put
in a harm reduction vending machine on the side of HealthSource’s building on Campus Lane. The
vending machine will be stocked with materials that are free to all on a 24/7, 365 day/year basis to
anyone who completes a survey. The applicant will be given a code they can use to obtain such items as
NARCAN kits, fentanyl test strips, condoms, and home HIV test kits at no charge. Most users will
probably be on foot.

HealthSource will be pouring a concrete pad for the machine with the goal of having the machine
installed in October. They will promote the vending machine on their social media sites.

Pumpkin Chuck Update

Kevin is working on the trebuchet. He needs people 18 and over to operate the trebuchet. The
volunteers will sign a waiver and be given wristbands. We won’t be able to have another trebuchet built
this year.

With the exception of the liquor permit, all permits are done. We will hire a DJ for the music. Sophie
Roberto and her sorority sisters will do the face painting again.

We need more sponsors. Margeaux is following up with potential sponsors.



Holiday Walk

Bob Wetterer has retired from doing the Holiday Walk after coordinating it for decades. A suggestion was
made that some of the businesses that sponsored the Holiday Walk might be willing to give more to the
Pumpkin Chuck.

Homeless Encampment Discussion

Jaime said Officer Berry will no longer be our neighborhood liaison. We will be assigned a new officer
soon.

A discussion ensued about the issue of the homeless accessing materials from both St. Vincent de Paul
and Goodwill outdoor storage units and dragging those items into Stanbery Park. The homeless are able
to use bolt cutters to access the outside storage areas of both stores. This is creating a huge mess in the
park and it is very expensive to clean it up. The MWCC spent $700 this year to have the welcome sign
plantings pruned, weeds and debris removed, and the whole area mulched. That area is now a full-
blown homeless encampment again.

A suggestion was made that we draft a letter to send to St. Vincent and Goodwill decision makers
explaining this situation is untenable. Perhaps if these stores had to pay for the clean up in the park, they
would resolve the issue, possibly by not storing any items outside of the stores.

New Board Members

Jaime said we need to alert the membership that we need three new board members in 2025. We
should also remind members to update their voter registrations.

Adjournment
Julie made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Margeaux. The meeting was adjourned at 8pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Julie Rimer
Secretary



