Mt. Washington Community Council

8/16/2023 Meeting Minutes

Jaime Castle called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.
Michael Pratchard led us in the pledge of allegiance.

A quorum of board members was present. Board members present included Jaime Castle, Kristina Kew,
Karen Luken, Rick Meador and Julie Rimer. Absent members: Michael Gray, Sophie Robertson and
Priscilla Elgersma.

Mark made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting, Gary seconded the motion, and the
minutes were unanimously approved.

Rick made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda, seconded by Julie, then approved by all.

Community Reports

Officer Jason Rice provided the most recent Neighborhood Crime Report. You can find the Mt.
Washington Neighborhood Crime Report at this link:
https://cpdmobile.cincinnati-oh.gov/Neighborhoods/Reports/D2/MountWashington.pdf

Nikki Marksberry, Resource Coordinator of Mt. Washington School, stated school begins tomorrow,
Thursday, August 17. She asked that people please be patient with the lines of cars on Mears. The back-
ups should be reduced by September. Nikki introduced the new early childhood resource coordinator,
Amy O’Meara.

There was no representative from Sands Montessori to give a report.

Jason Richards, director of the Mt. Washington Recreation Center, stated the summer rec programs are
over and were successful. The pool closed on Sunday, April 13. The rec center is actively enrolling K
through 6% grade students in the after-school program. There will be a nerf war event for families on
September 1 from 6pm to 7:30pm. It is free for everyone, but the child must have a rec center
membership. This event is free to all family members.

Karen Luken of the MWCURC (Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation)
reminded everyone of the next spaghetti dinner on September 9. The dinner goes from 4pm to 7pm and



carryout is always available. Proceeds from these dinners pay for the lighting of the water tower and pay
for beautification of the business district. Volunteers are always needed to help with the spaghetti dinner
and they qualify for a free dinner. If you can help, please contact Bob Wetterer

by email at bwetterer@comey.com or call or text him at 513-884-8326.

The MWCURC owns the free parking lot behind the business district. MWCURC is working with the
MWCDC to get the lot repaved.

Please check Stanbery Park’s Facebook page for upcoming events. Friday night films will begin in
September.

Rick Meador of Mt. Washington Cares said the next DEA drug takeback event will occur on October 28.

Rick stated there have been 39 drug overdoses in the 45230 zip code in the past 30 days. That zip code

includes Mt. Washington and some of Anderson. If you need Narcan, safe injection supplies, or fentanyl
testing strips, you can call 513-316-7725 or visit https://www.flowcode.com/page/harmreduction. Rick

said you can also text 2299 to request fentanyl testing strips.

Glenn Johnson, drill sergeant for the American Legion Post 484, sent along a message that there will be
an Everlasting Ceremony on September 5 at 7pm for all who have died in the past year at the Post 484
location at 1837 Sutton Avenue. Lou Zimmerman will be among those honored; he was a former post
commander.

General Business

Board of Directors: Wade Johnston has resigned from the MWCC board due to other commitments. We
are pleased that Rick Meador has agreed to be appointed to the board and he was officially appointed
tonight. We are still one board member shy of the nine board positions we have. Please let Jaime know if
you would like to be on the board.

NSP Postcard Update: Rick Meador gave an update on the NSP funded postcard that will be sent to
residents giving information about October through December Mt. Washington events. The final
postcard mock-up will be ready in a couple of days, but Rick showed everyone the art. Rick gave a
shoutout to all who have helped with the postcard: Jim Tucker designed the front, Sophie designed the
back, Margo Sellick helped gather the event information, Karen helped with organization, and Bob
Wetterer put Rick in touch with Mark, who will be doing the printing. The postcard will be mailed mid-
September.

Pumpkin Chuck Update: Jaime stated the Pumpkin Chuck planning group will be meeting twice in
September and twice in October. We could definitely use more volunteers for both the planning and to
help the day of the event. Food vendors and sponsors will be finalized within a month.

Karen explained that Sophie Roberto and her father have designed a Facebook page for the Pumpkin
Chuck. It is very easy to sponsor the event on this page. Please let the board know if you know of anyone
who would like to sponsor the Pumpkin Chuck. Karen explained that we are making the event greener
this year by recycling all our event recyclables and by using an organization that will take all of the food
waste and compost it. There is a cost to making the event much greener, so that is another reason
sponsors are needed.


https://www.flowcode.com/page/harmreduction

Guest Speaker: Anna Albi is running for Cincinnati City Council. She is currently recording secretary for
the Madisonville Community Council. One of the areas she is focused on is reducing gun violence. She
was able to secure 100 locks for gun cabinets and will work on requiring secure gun storage throughout
the city if she is elected to Cincinnati City Council. As a city council member, she will try to ensure that no
one who has been convicted of domestic violence can get a gun. You can find out more about Anna at
Albiforcincinnati.com.

Vice Mayor and Councilmember Jan-Michele Lemon-Kearney

Jaime reminded all of the upcoming November 7 election in which all Cincinnati City Council members
will be on the ballot as well as their challengers. There will also be several issues on the ballot, including
the reproductive rights issue and the railroad sale issue.

Vice Mayor and Councilmember Jan-Michele Lemon-Kearney

Jan-Michele gave an overview of some things that are going on. Last week, there was an extended
meeting on the issue of affordable housing; affordable housing means a person doesn’t pay more than
30 percent of their income on housing. She explained that everyone is supportive of affordable housing,
but there are different opinions about how to get there. There is a debate about increasing the earnings
tax by .3% and using that money for affordable housing. About 14 million was spent on affordable
housing in Cincinnati last year and about 480 new housing units were created.

Jan-Michele has been talking with a group in California called “Step Up” that renovates dilapidated older
motels and hotels on public transit routes into affordable housing. She is looking into how much
inventory we have in Cincinnati of similar buildings that could be renovated into affordable housing. She
likes Step Up’s philosophy of getting people housed first. Other issues like addiction and mental health
must be addressed, but people must be housed first.

Regarding gun violence, Jan-Michele said gun violence has been slightly lower in Cincinnati this year than
last. However, gun violence is particularly high among young people. It’s a relatively small group that
regularly uses guns in a violent manner. A lot of the shootings are retaliatory shootings. Most violence in
the city is concentrated in small areas of the city. We are trying to resurrect the CIRV program (Cincinnati
Initiative to Reduce Violence).

Jan-Michele spoke about ethical development which is the idea of breaking larger projects into smaller
pieces and giving smaller companies a chance to work on these projects. This would encourage
mentorship, where larger companies would work with and mentor smaller companies and would give
smaller companies access to capital funds and bonding.

There has been a gun range in Evendale since 1947. That area was much more rural years ago than it is
now. For a long time, there has been a desire to move the gun range to a more remote area. Many
women led the charge to move the gun range to Colerain, which is receptive to having it. Instead of
being just a gun range, it will be a regional safety complex shared by the city and the county.

The railroad issue will be on November’s ballot for voters to decide whether to sell it. Jan-Michele
supports selling it. Cincinnati is the only city in the country that owns a railroad. The city considered
continuing to lease the 337 miles of rail to the Norfolk Southern Company. We currently get around 25-
26 million per year for the lease. Norfolk Southern Corp. is willing to pay $1.6 billion for the railroad.



That principal will not be touched, but the revenue from the investment of the principal will be used for
infrastructure improvements. The conservative estimate is that the revenue from the investment will be
about $50 million per year, which is much more than we are getting via the lease.

During the audience question portion of the meeting, some members said they would like to see a five-
year plan of exactly how the railroad revenue will be used. That would give them more confidence about
selling the railroad.

Treasurer’s Report: Kristina gave the treasurer’s report. Rick made a motion to approve it, seconded by
Nikki, and approved by all members.

Adjournment: Kristina made a motion, Karen seconded it, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Julie Rimer

MW(CC Secretary



